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IN THE CLOSET. 

Nothing great has ever been accomplished by 
those who live constantly in public. The noise 
and hurry of society are not favorable to the ac- 
quirement of wisdom and moral strength. It is 
when a man " separateth himself" from the presence 
and pursuits of others that he " seeketh and in- 
termeddleth with all wisdom." It has always 
been in retirement that the statesman, the warrior, 
and the philosopher have devised the schemes 
which have written their names on the age in 
which they lived, and which tell on the destinies 
of successive generations. In the closet alone the 
Christian sees things as they really are ; and here 
he cherishes and increases his piety. The great 
and good Dr. Owen has said, that " we are in the 

1* ^> 



6 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 

sight of God what we are in the closet, and no 
more." The history of the church accords with 
observation and personal experience, to prove that 
the most successful Christian ministers have 
been men eminently distinguished for ardent pri- 
vate devotion ; and an acquaintance of more than 
forty years with Sunday schools, impresses us with 
the full persuasion that when our teachers shall 
be distinguished for their secret religion, they will 
be strong and do exploits. Supposing the reader 
to be a Sunday school teacher, and intently anx- 
ious for increasing usefulness, we shall be per- 
mitted to show how the religion of the closet may 
be advantageous to him. 

First. In this hallowed spot, you see the world 
and its concerns in their true charoxter. — This 
cannot be done while surrounded with the mere* 
tricious glare of splendor and wealth. Earthly 
objects throw a false light on all that is divine. 
But in the closet, the mind finds itself withdrawn 
from all that is seen and temporal ; and, in the 
true light which comes down from heaven, the 
Christian learns that " all is vanity." Here it is 
fully felt that earth has no food for the mind, and 
no wealth for eternity. Here the immortality and 
consequent value of the soul are realized; the 
loss of that soul is estimated, the infinite im- 
portance of its salvation is weighed, and the 
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redemption which is in Christ Jesus, is ascertained 
to be of infinite moment. When in the closet 
we feel ourselves in the presence of the all-wise 
and eternal Being, we find that the things which 
an hour before were esteemed of high value, 
are utterly insignificant. In the retirement of 
the closet we see that earth is worse than use- 
less ; because it keeps us from holding intercourse 
with heaven, blinds the eyes from wisdom, and 
steels the heart against all correct feeling. See- 
ing all this, we resolve to renounce it ourselves, 
and to communicate to others our deep sense of 
its insufficiency to make the soul happy. Let us, 
then, beloved teachers, often ascend the elevated 
mount of intercourse with God, that we may look 
down on earth to see its true character, and 
strongly feel the necessity of seeking heaven. 
Whenever we are tempted to think much of the 
world, let us flee to retirement, that we may fully 
see its character, and learn that it cannot bless us. 
Thus shall we be better qualified to instruct our 
youthful charge in its vanity and sinfulness. We 
shall " believe, and therefore speak." 

Secondly. In this retirement you are brought 
into fellowship with God. — When you strongly 
feel that the world cannot bless you, you rise to 
heaven ; and when you have looked to man for 
happiness in vain, you ascend to God. The mind % 
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withdrawn from earth and thrown on the content- 
plation of itself, feels its need of some great yet 
hitherto unattained good. Every thing else 
tried, and given only disappointment, the soul 
discovers that the chief good is God, its Creator. 
He, like the sun, is only to be seen in his own 
light ; and the darkness of the world, when we 
look on it, obscures his glory. The closet is 
nearer to heaven than earth is ; for there lies the 
holy volume, which is read more clearly here than 
elsewhere; here holy meditation, calm and col- 
lected, places truths before the mind, which, at 
least, are only indistinctly seen when surrounded 
with the exciting scenes of earth, or when con- 
versing only with its friends. And here, above 
all, is free access to the Father of lights, before 
whom the soul bows to confess its ignorance and 
its guilt, and to implore the holy light of heaven. 

Were angels to be seen conversing with men, 
the fact might well fill us with surprise, but in 
the lowly cottage closet, God condescends to teach 
the humble suppliant of his character, and of the 
way of usefulness. Here he listens to the sweet 
voice of the child's prayer, and bows to give the 
teacher the lesson he has to impart to others. It 
was after Jesus had ascended to heaven, where, 
however, he still communed with his disciples on 
earth, that their enemies "took knowledge of 
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them, that they had been with Jesus" This fact 
accounted for their light, their love, and their 
holy courage. And when we are raised above 
the murky, pestilential, baleful air of earth, we 
breathe the atmosphere of heaven. We cannot 
come near to Jehovah in the exercise of holy 
fellowship without being greatly conformed to his 
moral image, and partaking of his glory. When 
the sun shines, it reflects its splendor on every 
object with which it comes into contact; when a 
Christian, like John, the beloved disciple, becomes 
intimate with Christ, he is very much like him ; 
and when we enjoy sweet communion with God, 
our souls are filled with rapture, and, like Moses, 
we carry in our very countenances, signs of hap- 
piness unknown to the world. In the closet, when 
the presence of the Lord is realized, no error is 
cherished, no unhallowed enthusiasm is indulged ; 
but heaven comes down to earth, the infinite pre- 
cfousness of its holiness and its joys is felt, the 
Christian is filled with gratitude, and his soul 
burns with intense ardor to glorify God by making 
him known, that his foes may be changed into his 
friends. Blessed be God for the closet in which 
we may cherish holy devotion, and happy is the 
Sunday school teacher who often repairs to it,— 
thus rising above earth, and maintaining fellow- 
ship with the Father, and with his Son Jesua 
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Christ. Such a one becomes fitted for usefulness 
in the church, and is rapidly growing " meet for 
the inheritance of the saints in light." 

Thirdly. Frequent visits to the closet will 
strengthen you for usefulness. We are always 
governed by motives, and those which are derived 
from heaven and eternity are infinitely the most 
pure and powerful. The charm of novelty, the 
solicitation of friends, or the smile of a Christian 
minister, may, for a season, keep a teacher at the 
post of duty ; but this kind of interest will soon 
wear away, and gradually such a teacher will 
desert his office ; but let a teacher be distinguished 
for daily, cordial, cheerful visits to the closet, and 
let him there use all the appointed appliances for 
the cultivation of personal godliness, and we will 
venture to predict the regular, punctual, and suc- 
cessful discharge of his duties. In the closet he 
will think much of a soul eternally lost; he will 
endeavor to imagine the wretchedness and the 
despair of that awful place where such a one 
must dwell ; he will trace in that hallowed spot 
the wisdom and mercy of Deity in devising the 
plan of salvation ; he will contemplate with adoring 
gratitude the state of purity and bliss to which the 
lost sinner may yet be raised ; and he will listen 
with joy bordering on ecstacy to the command to 
publish this mercy to the children of men, and to 
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• 

the promise that his labor shall not be in vain. 
Gratitude to the Saviour> who has given him per- 
sonally the hope of enjoying his friendship, and 
the satisfaction he will eternally enjoy in the 
success of his labors, will nerve him with new 
strength ; and fearless of all opposition, he will 
prosecute his duties with untiring energy and 
humble dependence on God. He will cherish the 
flame of his own piety and zeal, by supplies drawn 
from heaven through the closet. The Sabbath 
morning and evening will especially witness his 
visits to God on behalf of himself and his charge ; 
and he will so discharge the duties of his station, 
in the manner and temper of Jesus, as to make it 
felt around him that he lives very near to the 
throne of God. 
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IN THE SCHOOL BOOM. 



Though religion always begins with a man 
himself it ought not to end there. Self-love, or a 
regard for our own interests, is a duty ; but selfish- 
ness, or confining our efforts to increase happiness 
to ourselves, is an awful sin. God never gives 
us favors that they may end in ourselves. The 
general rule of his procedure is, "I will bless 
thee, and thou shalt be a blessing." Whatever 
enjoyment we may have in the closet, is to be im- 
proved as so much capital to be employed in the 
advancement of the Divine glory. And as the 
sphere of action which our readers are usually 
called to occupy is clearly defined, we shall ask 
permission to suggest some thoughts which we 
hope may be useful in the school-room. 

First Your voluntary engagements are of the 
most solemn character. — You have not been driven 
to the post you occupy by the lash of tyranny, 
but led to it by holy love. Feeling the happiness 
which religion can give, you wish to extend it. 
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You have been led, we trust, by the grace of God 
to feel the value of your own immortal spirits, 
and you wish to guide to a blessed immortality 
the souls around you. Your work resembles that 
of the Christian pastor, which was described by 
some of the ancient Christians as "the cure of 
souls." Truly man is diseased ; corrupt and fee- 
ble, he is dying to all that is happy, and yet as to 
sensation, to enjoyment, or to sorrow he never 
dies. In his present state man must be misera* # 
ble ; but you have a knowledge of an infinitely 
valuable and infallible remedy, which you have 
entered the school-room on purpose to make 
known. Yon appear among your pupils as the 
skilful and tender physician to examine the condi- 
tion of each separate patient, and wisely to ad- 
minister the balm of Gilead. In other words, you 
have to save from hell these perishing souls, to 
guide them to recovery and full health, to instruct 
them as to how their new and strengthening 
energies are to be employed for God, and to lead 
them on to the enjoyment of everlasting life. And 
is it possible that in such a scene, or while em- 
ployed in such labor, you can be negligent or tri- 
fling ? Consistency with your solemn engagements' 
pronounces such a thing impossible. Remember 

Secondly. Tour charge is of the most interesting 
character. — You have around you a mass of inv 

2 
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mortal minds on which you are called to act, and 
on which ; whether you think of it or not, you are 
acting; whenever you are with them. Each regards 
you as constituted by the providence of God a 
teacher of the most momentous realities. Their 
minds, like wax or clay, are presented to you impres- 
sible, and very easily impressed. Every act, every 
word, every look makes an impression on every 
child who sees you. You may make whatever im- 
pressions you please, more easily than can the 
Christian preacher ; for you have to do with the 
mind in a far softer and more ductile state than 
he has. Your professedly disinterested love to 
jour pupils has given you such an influence over 
them, that they will receive every statement you 
make as a principle not to be disputed, which, 
shall become a guide throughout life. With 
what seriousness, then, should you engage in your 
work I 

Take yet a larger view of the matter, and 
remember that the impressions you make on the 
minds of the members of your class, will be com- 
municated by them at once to many around them, 
that they will influence them under all circum- 
stances, that they will pass on in their knowledge 
and influence through future generations, and 
that fruit will be borne by your instructions 
throughout eternity itself. In this view the man 
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who has influence over mind never dies. The 
past labors of Banyan, of Whitefield, and of Jud- 
son are still in their vigor, and still fruitful. Vol- 
taire, Byron, and Shelley are still doing injury. 
Such men emit fire and smoke in abundance like 
a volcano, but the whole effect is to desolate, not 
to enlighten ; whereas, the pious Sunday school 
teacher, though he has materials to work on origin- 
ally harder than Phidias had, forms the most mag- 
nificent figure, which he surveys, as did Apelles, 
but with higher feelings, the picture painted foe 
eternity. What a motive to incessant, careful dili- 
gence ! Never forget — 

Thirdly, You have to communicate blessings 
of the very highest order. — You labor for the soul, 
and the soul receives good or evil from you ; you 
paint for eternity, and the finest touches of your 
pencil shall never be effaced. It is yours to survey 
the souls which God has placed under your care, 
to grieve over their lost condition, and to conduct 
them to Him who has shown his infinite love to 
children as well as to adults. It is yours 

" To snatch these firebrands from the flames/ 9 

to lead them to a place of safety, and to excite in 
their bosoms the hopes of immortality. Having 
done this, they are taught to feel that all th& ysts% 
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of immortality and eternal life come to them front 
the right hand of religion, while from her left she 
-scatters the blessings to be most fully enjoyed on 
earth. These young persons, too, blessed by your 
agency, in their turn diffuse blessings around 
them, and pass on the cup of the water of life 
received from your hands to millions over earth, 
and then transmit it to their children and their 
children's children. One ragged Sabbath scholar, 
may, like Robert May, the Chinese missionary- 
teacher, instruct thousands of others, in things of 
their present happiness, and of their eternal peace* 
All this, and far more than this, you may hope 
for. Surely, then, it becomes you to 

Fourthly, Cherish the spirit becoming your 
office, — If it were necessary to sum up the duty of 
the Sunday school teacher, and to describe the 
spirit of his office in one word, we should simply 
write love. This, deeply seated in the heart, and 
issuing forth in a thousand ramifications, would 
produce all we can desire. This would every day 
deepen your sense of responsibility as you look on 
the fragments of God's image, which it is your 
business to restore, and think of the pains you 
wish your children to avoid, and the happiness you 
desire they may enjoy. Such love would make you 
indescribably tender of spirit, and incessant in 
prayer; it would induce you "in meekness to 
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instruct them who oppose themselves/' and inspire 
you with good temper in the very midst of provo- 
cation; it would bring you to the school-room 
regular to your engagement, and punctual to the 
minute; it would throw a light of kindness on 
every countenance, which would melt every heart 
and open every ear ; it would be heard of in the 
house of the absentee child, and bring him back 
to his vacated seat ; in a word, it would make the 
school-room " a little heaven below," and attract 
scholars constantly to you. Christian teachers, 
we beseech you, by Christian principle, by holy 
tempers, and by ardent prayer to make the school- 
room all which it ought to be. 

" Thus shall you best proclaim abroad 
The honors of your Saviour God." 



2* 
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Eighteen hundred years ago an aged Christian 
minister gave an injunction to a young brother, 
who bad recently commenced a career of extensive 
usefulness, which cannot be repeated with too 
much emphasis to Sunday school teachers of the 
present age : " Give attendance to reading." Books 
at that period were comparatively unknown. A 
very few manuscripts existed, to which tjie small 
privileged class of the learned had access ; but the 
vast mass, even of Christians, seldom saw one of 
tbem, and fewer still could read them. Books are 
now, in the intellectual and Christian world, what 
the gas-light and the steam-engine are in the 
movements of general society. 

However delightful it might be to discuss the 
history of this almost inconceivable change, or to 
show how knowledge and wisdom tend to the 
happiness and stability of society, the limits to 
which we are confined will only allow us to glance 
at the duty of reading in connexion with Sunday 
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school teachers ; and we would respectfully submit 
to them four considerations tending to show the 
importance of the Library which now forms a con* 
etant adjunct to the Sunday school. Allow us, 
then, to remind you, 

First That the present age demands from you 
increased intelligence. — Remember that you have 
undertaken the office of teacher, the very act in- 
volving the profession of a better understanding 
of the great subjects of religion than many around 
you possess. Time has been when nearly the 
whole of society was in darkness, and when even 
the feeble rushlight of intelligence was of impor- 
tance; but that time, especially as to our own 
happy country, has passed away. The world has 
roused itself; moral light is travelling almost with 
the rapidity of the rays of the sun, and men are 
beginning to rejoice in it. Mankind now will do 
somewhat more than learn to read; they will 
think, inquire, object, and receive nothing till 
they have examined its foundation and character. 
Error will work and extend itself where but little 
light is enjoyed, and, therefore, it becomes all- 
important that every teacher of religion should be 
well acquainted with its history, its solid founda- 
tion, its character, and its harmony with science. 
It is worse than useless to declaim against the un- 
reasonableness and the guilt of Infidelity; the 
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great doctrines of Christianity must be proved ; 
the unbeliever must be assisted in his search after 
truth ; and invited to come more fully into the 
light that he may see the right way. In my own 
Sabbath school, but a very few years ago, a youth of 
sixteen, sitting with his teacher and classmates, 
while reading a portion of the New Testament, 
threw down the book, and exclaimed, "I don't 
believe a word about it I" "What was to be done 
with this lad ? Expulsion or scolding would have 
been to him of no use, and to his school-fellows 
worse than useless. But an intelligent teacher 
could inquire into his difficulties, and show the 
utter futility of the objections he had to urge. 
And so it must be. The rapid march of mind 
must bring society into closer contact, and hasten 
on a far more deadly conflict between truth and 
error than the world has yet witnessed. Hereto- 
fore we have been accustomed to think that we 
bad the prospect of contending in the mighty 
West with Romish ignorance, but the present times 
indicate that the battle will be with German infi- 
delity, which is insinuating itself into many even 
professedly Christian circles. Well, the sooner 
the struggle comes the better; but our Sunday 
school teachers yes, and our ministers too, must 
be more fully prepared for it than they are at pre- 
sent. Be it observed, 
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Secondly. That increaied intelligence must be 
chiefly obtained from reading. — We are net in- 
sensible of the vast importance of the pulpit, and 
of the incalculable benefit of public lectures, in 
the diffusion of knowledge. But be it remem- 
bered, that these agencies, however necessary to 
excite right feelings, and to create a taste for the 
highest bind of instruction, can never fully gratify 
the desires so created. Some one has well re- 
marked, that even the apostles preached to make 
Christians, and wrote to make eminent Christians. 
So is it now. By the labors of the sacred desk, 
attention is excited, the feelings are aroused, a 
burning desire after holy knowledge, is felt; and 
then the new convert hastens to his Bible, to 
diligent study, and to fervent prayer, that he may 
more fully acquire the knowledge concerning 
Christ and heaven, the value of which he has but 
just >■ ow. The preaeher and the 

teac) 'ieir hearers think, and their 

ins' ' as possible tuggettive. A 

tb sent themselves to the mind 

w swered by reading; and a 

j i rise up which can only be 

means. It is true, as the 
on has remarked, that the 
ifessing Christians seems to 
a large number of sermons; 
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but who ever knew such Christians very intelli- 
gent, or very useful ? Spiritual food, like that of 
nature, requires digestion. The best thoughts 
of the best men are to be found on paper, and 
they claim to be carefully examined in solitude ; 
and when the church shall arise to the full ex- 
ertion of her strength, she will find the press 
scarcely inferior in usefulness to the pulpit itself. 
It can never be possible for the Christian minister 
to afford to individuals very much of the know- 
ledge which their circumstances demand, and 
which must, therefore, be obtained by reading. 
How important, then, and how valuable a well- 
selected; and well-used library in the Sabbath 
school ? 

It may be proper here to suggest that the ju- 
dicious Sunday school teacher should, if possible; 
have a knowledge of every book in the library ; 
both because he should himself, as far as possible, 
"intermeddle with all knowledge/' and should 
know the best volumes to place in the hand of 
each of his charge in the different circumstances 
in which they may be placed. Let us now bring 
to your recollection. 

Thirdly. That extraordinary facilities to read" 
ing are now 'presented to you. — The providence of 
God in connection with the diffusion of Christian 
knowledge, is peculiarly striking. About the pe- 
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riod of the Reformation in Europe, when the 
sacred volume first assumed an English dress, and 
some extraordinary means were needed to make it 
known, printing was discovered ; in our own day, 
when that blessed volume needed to be circulated 
by millions in the different languages of the earth, 
stereotyping was brought to light, thus securing 
to a great extent, correctness in union with cheap- 
ness ; and now, to say nothing of the bearing of 
steam on the advancement of religion, — now that 
Infidelity wishes to employ science in opposition 
to the gospel, God has been pleased to raise up in 
Europe and the United States men of profound, 
talents and learning, to condense, arrange, and 
simplify the most important truths, and to place 
them before the millions who understand our lan- 
guage, in the most interesting and impressive 
aspects ; while each country presents to the other 
an eminently cheap as well as good literature. 
Never before was truth so extensive, or so trium- 
phant on her march ; never till now did she so 
readily associate even with the very lowest classes 
of men, giving to childhood what the old man, 
but a generation or two since could not enjoy. 
For a few dollars we can now obtain knowledge 
which would, not very long since, have cost hun- 
dreds ; and of which, even if possessed, the vast 
mass of the people, if only from want of time, 
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could not have reaped the benefit. Only the 
present age has ever been able to furnish what we 
often see in our Sunday schools, teachers and 
pupils examining commentary after commentary, 
and volume after volume, in the library, to remove 
a biblical difficulty, or to gain new ideas on some 
theological topic. Who, then, will not value the 
library ? Who will not make time, rather than 
forego its high advantages ? But we will, on this 
topic, remark, finally, 

Fourthly. The responsibility connected with the 
vxe of the library is very great. — It is a fact on 
the one hand, that all we have said as to the 
character of our religious literature is entirely 
correct ; and on the other, it is equally true that 
we have, alas ! in even too many Sunday school 
libraries, volumes, which, if their owners did their 
duty, would be burned, as were those vile, but 
costly books at Ephesus, some eighteen hundred 
years ago. We place in this class all which are 
called novels, whether secular or religious; and 
the far greater number of religious tales come 
under the same condemnation. " It is utterly in 
vain/' said one of the largest publishers in the 
United States, to the writer, " it is utterly in vain 
to expect novel reading to cease, do long as you 
give to the children in Sunday schools equally 
exciting tales to read. These create a taste which 
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only the novel can gratify." All experience proves 
this statement to be correct. What responsibility 
then rests on the committees or the superintend- 
ents who select our Sunday school libraries ; and 
how solemn the duty of the teacher, both by 
example and influence, to keep such books out of 
the hands of his pupils ! To encourage such 
reading, is to poison the water used by millions. 
The Sunday school library greatly tends to form 
the religious and the literary taste of the coming 
age. teachers ! what a motive to caution, to 
watchfulness, and to prayer ! 

Will the reader permit the remark here, that 
the history, the chronology, the geography, and 
the customs recorded in the Scriptures, will furnish 
enough of interest to occupy a life-time ; while 
the sublime discovieres of the holy volume, its all- 
important doctrines, its pure precepts, and its ele- 
vating prospects, may well fill us with thankful- 
ness, and with pious solicitude to improve them 
to the highest advantage. Let us, with these 
views and feelings, associate with the holy dead, as 
still breathing in their works, as well as with 
living instructors, till through infinite mercy we 
meet them in the temple of God, to " go no more 

out for ever." 

3 
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IV. 
IN THE FAMILY. 

The eminent John Howe has well remarked, 
that " Persons are elements of families ; families 
are the elements of which both churches and 
kingdoms, or commonwealths, are composed and 
made up ; and as the one sort of these is purely 
civil, the other purely sacred, that which is ele- 
mentary unto both must be both." The impor- 
tance of character as attached to families cannot 
be overrated. The aspect and destiny of the 
world are determined by these often neglected 
small communities. How much of the instruction 
of Holy Writ is immediately addressed to the do- 
mestic circle as a whole, or to its separate mem- 
bers ! When an inspired apostle would describe 
a Christian minister, he does not forget to tell us 
what should be his domestic character, or what 
should be the order of his family. Parents and 
children, masters and servants, arc severally in- 
structed in their duties ; the motives to the dis- 
charge of which are always derived from the 
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highest sources; all is to be done "in the 
Lord." 

The Sunday school teacher usually, in some 
relation or other, belongs to a family, possibly 
is the head of it; probably, a son or a daugh- 
ter; perhaps, indeed, only an apprentice, or a 
servant bearing some other name; yet, still a 
member of the family, alike receiving and com- 
municating influence in forms more subtle and 
various than, perhaps, he has ever thought of; 
and deriving from it, in connexion with his office, 
as a Sunday school teacher, a character which he 
has not yet fully studied, and diffusing an influence 
the power of which he has not yet exactly calculated. 
That we may show the importance of our present 
topic, and its connexion with the duties of the 
teacher, we invite our readers to remember, 

First That the influence of the domestic circle 
w greater than any other. — Character is formed 
here, imperceptibly, yet unchangeably. Fireside 
education is never erased. The first tones a child 
hears, the first smiles it sees, the first frowns it 
perceives, are full of fruits which can never 
perish. Before we are aware, the child has formed 
its estimate of the hearts of all by whom it is 
surrounded. The servant, too, who entered the 
house but last evening, has already obtained a tol- 
erably correct idea of the disposition and charac- 
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ter of each of its inmates, and has selected those 
whom she most regards. Nor can this fact be 
matter of surprise; for every look, tone, and 
action has a language, a few sentences of which 
go to describe the character. Moreover, to use 
the language of one of our own writers, " habits 
and modes of thought, and tones of feeling, both 
good and evil, are quickly formed and developed 
amid the family circle, and are far more important 
in their results than the instruction of teachers 
or the lessons of books/' Be it remembered that 
this influence is acting now ; that in a thousand 
different unseen, unthought of ways, it is diffusing 
itself; and that of its manifold results and final 
end no man can form an idea. 

Secondly, Holy example is the brightest mani- 
festation of benevolent power. — It has been well 
observed, that " the humble current of little kind- 
nesses, which, though but a creeping streamlet, 
yet incessantly flows, although it glides in silent 
secresy within the domestic walls, and along the 
walks of private life, and makes neither appear- 
ance nor noise in the world, pours, in the end, a 
more copious tribute into the store of human 
comfort and felicity than any sudden transient 
flood of detached bounty, however ample, that 
may rush into it with a mighty sound." If this 
representation be correct — and who can contradict 
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it? — what must be the influence of this conduct 
when the observer is fully conscious that it all 
flows from a sanctified disposition, and is regulated 
by the Divine will ? The example of a true disci- 
ple of Jesus Christ, like that of his great Master/ 
penetrates the hearts of surrounding spectators, 
impresses them with a sense of his superiority, is 
a standing lesson of instruction and reproof, and 
carries an influence which can never wear away. 
The apostle Paul rejoiced that he could refer to 
the holy lives of his converts as " living epistles, 
known and read of all men ;" and it is indeed 
delightful when we find from those who know 
Christians most intimately, that the piety which 
they profess abroad, they fully exemplify at home. 
" I am not an infidel, sir," said a gentleman of 
eminence to the writer, a few years since, " I am 
not an infidel, though I am often spoken of as one; 
but I should have been, had I not, though un- 
known to him, often witnessed the tears, the 
prayers, and the agonizing feelings of my good old 
father. He impressed me so deeply with the 
reality of the religion which he fully carried into 
practice, that I can never be an unbeliever/' Once 
again we remark, 

Thirdly. Holy love is the disposition which in 
{he family should be most carefully and diligently 
cherished. — Here, in a very high sense, " love is 

3* 
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the fulfilling of the law." A marble statue, how- 
ever finely proportioned, cannot fully represent 
the breathing active man ; and he who possesses 
intellect, however lofty, and learning, however 
profound, but does not breathe the holy temper 
of love, is but a very imperfect representative of 
the Lord Jesus. " Will you come to our Sabbath 
school ?" said an amiable and affectionate young 
Christian female, to a little girl who was visiting 
\ in the family ; " I will have you in my class, and 
we will talk sweetly about the love of Jesus." 
" Yes," said the child, " I shall be glad to come." 
" But why," asked her mother, " did you tell 

Miss you would go to Sabbath school, when 

you have always refused to go ?" " Oh, mother, 
she spoke so very kindly ; I am sure I shall love 
her." When attending the funeral of a young 
Christian in this country, a few years ago, while 
her parents and relatives were speaking of her 
holy love, and her Christian consistency, I said to 
a girl of thirteen, not a relative, who stood by the 
yet unclosed coffin, " And why do you weep ?" 
" Oh, sir, she was my dear teacher ! How often 
has she wept for me !" Yes, the holy love shown 
in the family was the fixed habit of her mind, 
and bore down all the opposition to which her 
labors in the school might have been otherwise 
exposed. It is, however, altogether unnecessary 
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to dilate longer on this topic ; for the triumphs . 
of love are recognized by all, and are constantly 
exemplified. " My heart is broken/' said an old 
man but the other day ; " base wretch that I have 
been to my lovely daughter ! I almost murdered 
her by my cruelty, and she nearly kills me with 
her incessant kindness in return. The love of 
religion has almost made her an angel/' 

It is possible that the reader may be ready to 
ask, 'But where is the connection between the 
duties of the family and those of the school room V 
We ask him in return, whether it be not essential 
to all right feelings, to all desirable habits, to all 
honest professions, that there should be uniformity 
in the character ? We have heard of some who 
are saints abroad, and demons at home ; but who 
will value their instructions? Besides, it id not 
possible that the feelings should be right, or the 
practice of piety be easy and free in the school, 
if they are not cherished and practised in the 
family. Moreover, it will be generally found that 
the influence of the domestic character of the 
teacher is more direct than is by many persons 
supposed. That boy or girl who lives with you 
in the family, and whom you bring with you to 
school on the Lord's day, reads your conduct 
during the week, and the impression produced is 
neither slight nor evanescent. Those members 



82 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 

of your class by whom you are surrounded on the 
Sabbath, hear more of you during the week than 
you perhaps imagine, and probably more than you 
might wish. " When my teacher talked to me 
this morning," says the shrewd lad, "about loving 
my parents, I could not help thinking about the 
quarrel that Jones tells me teacher had with his 
father last Wednesday." "Mother," says that 
little girl of seven years old, "teacher did say 
so much about praying to God and reading the 

Bible; but at home" "Stop," says the 

mother, "say nothing against your teacher." 
"Well, mother, I know she did wrong, though 
you don't like to hear it." — But we draw the 
curtain. 

We have happily known the influence of holy 
consistency in the teacher. We have seen those 
who " show piety at home," by consistency, meek- 
ness, and prayer, subduing stubborn hearts, and 
bringing parents, brothers, sisters, servants, to the 
feet of Jesus. We have seen these devoted 
teachers entering the families in which their pu- 
pils resided, and have borne witness to those scho- 
lars clinging to the teacher with undissembled 
and ardent regard; we have seen Jthe love of 
these persons pouring oil on the waters of domes- 
tic contention, and reclaiming parents and children 
from vice; we have carefully traced the subse- 
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qucnt history of these teachers, and have always 
seen that those who have blessed the houses of 
their parents, and diffused happiness in the house- 
holders of their neighbours, have, when God has set 
them in families of their own, been abundantly 
blessed, and become abundant blessings to their 
own children. So true is it, in this way, as well 
as in a thousand others, " He that watereth, 
shall be watered also himself." Thus may God 
greatly favor every teacher at home in the family. 
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V. 

IN THE TEACHERS' MEETING. 

The importance of meetings of Sunday school 
teachers for Christian conference and prayer, with 
special reference to their solemn engagements will 
be readily acknowledged. If merely secular men, 
engaged in ordinary pursuits, deem it desirable to 
confer on their common interests, difficulties, and 
hopes, and unitedly to devise plans for the accom- 
plishment of their designs, how much more impor- 
tant is it that those who are engaged in the 
recovery of a lost world, and who are surrounded 
with obstacles of every character, should meet to 
sympathize with each other in their trials, to lay 
hold as one man on the arm of Omnipotence, and 
to exult together in the anticipation of final tri- 
umph ! The vast assembly of teachers at public 
meetings, as at anniversaries, supplies a stimulant; 
but the little meeting of fifteen or twenty persons, 
affords opportunity for careful examination and 
inquiry, for deliberate and well-aimed determina- 
tions, and for the practical application of well- 
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digested schemes of usefulness. Let us be per- 
mitted to take four views of such meetings, and to 
say— 

First. They furnish a test of the teacher's char 
racter. — They do so in two ways : first, they try 
our interest in our work. Not a few teachers are 
to be found who, with tolerable regularity, are seen 
at the head of the class on the Lord's day, but are 
seen very seldom at the teacher's meeting, even 
though such meetings should, very improperly, 
occur but once a month. It cannot be that they 
have not time to attend ; for, very possibly the 
meeting was fixed on a particular evening at their 
own suggestion, purposely to suit their conve- 
nience : besides which, they have no hindrance 
when a matter adapted to excite them invites their 
attendance ; nor would a slight difficulty hinder 
their attendance on a wedding or other convivial 
party. We are not now inquiring into the imme- 
diate occasions of absence, but are laying down 
the general principle, that when teachers are usu- 
ally absent from the meetings, especially assem- 
bled to facilitate their future labors, it is because 
they are not, in their respective stations, intent 
on full efficiency. We leave them to summon 
the various excuses they may form for their ab- 
sence ; whether they may arise from themselves, 
or be suggested by the imperfections of others \ 
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and to decide on the validity of such excuses at 
the bar of their own consciences, and at the 
throne of the omnipotent God. Suffice it here to 
say, that voluntary, habitual absence makes the 
character doubtful. 

There is a second way in which the teacher's 
meeting furnishes a test of character : the motive 
and spirit in which attendance is given, are also 
tried. Conscience, or a love of reputation, may 
bring the teacher to the meeting, but how does he 
feel and act while there ? Does he come with a 
deep and solemn impression of the greatness cf his 
work ? Has he come earnestly to pray for the 
salvation of the children under his charge ? Does 
he contribute all that his practical experience may 
enable him to do for the improvement of the plans 
adopted in teaching and carrying on the school ? 
Is he filled with intense holy love towards his 
fellow teachers, and with a burning solicitude for 
the welfare of the school, which is the common 
centre of their regard ? These, and many similar 
enquiries, may be profitably suggested, and the 
answers will generally indicate the worth of the 
teacher to the school in which he labors. 

Secondly. These meetings of teachers furnish an 
opportunity of preparation for efficient labor.'-' 
Nothing great is effected, in any department of 
labor without preparation; and especially does this 
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remark apply to the great work of the evangeliza- 
tion of man. He who passes carelessly from 
the occupations of the world, to the duties of a 
Christian teacher, is never likely to accomplish 
much in the cause of holiness and happiness. The 
engagements of a properly conducted teacher's 
meeting will cherish a holy, mutual love ; our 
knowledge will receive large accessions as we read 
or converse together, and then bow at the throne 
of our heavenly Father ; and our zeal and intense 
interest in our work will be vastly increased. If 
these objects are not secured, we feel that the 
fault is our own ; and seldom is a discovery of this 
kind made without its tending to improvements 
which themselves attest the value of such meetings. 
If space allowed, it would be easy to show the 
advantage of these meetings in preparing teachers 
to guard, the public mind against the introduction 
of dangerous heresies, and in checking errors 
already prevalent. In new countries,' such for 
instance, as our Western States, and in thinly 
inhabited parts of older countries, such as some 
of our agricultural States, errors have been most 
successfully extended, partly because the population 
scattered over a large surface, could not frequently 
come together to confer on Christian truths and 
duties. Persons in such circumstances, are easily 
excited ; and by skilful appeals to their passions, 

4 



38 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 

may catch the contagion of error, and communicate 
it. On the other hand, as in our best instructed 
older States, the introduction of error is far more 
difficult; for there an enlightened ministry, well 
cultivated Sunday School teachers, and steady, 
sedate, praying Christians, are ever intent on their 
own welfare and that of their neighbours. Their 
meetings for conference and prayer give them 
opportunities of becoming acquainted with rising 
errors, and lead them to devise means for the 
preservation and dissemination of the truth, espe- 
cially among the young, who at such times are 
peculiarly the most important part of their charge. 
In these different views, it would be almost 
impossible to overrate the importance of teachers' 
.meetings. 

Thirdly. These meetings of teachers furnish a 
scene of high responsibility. — The infidel, or the 
man who lives only for time, may look on such a 
small assembly with contempt ; and the statesman 
may regard it only with a sneer; but He who 
connects meaner agents with greater, and small 
events with those which appear to us more import- 
ant, well knows that nothing which has to do with 
the highest interests of man can be trifling. One 
of our poets has well said : — 

"We are living) we are dwelling 
In a grand and awful time ; 
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In an age on ages telling : 
To be living is sublime." 

Never was it so needful as now to impress on all 
Christian agents, the fact that everything they do 
is telling, in a thousand ways, on distant ages, 
and on distant lands. This is no time for sleepy 
inactivity, or even undue rest from labor. Who 
can tell the importance of the last thought uttered 
by that teacher who has just addressed the throne 
of grace, or given the word of exhortation to his 
fellow-creatures? Who can point out all the 
consequences, immediate and remote, of that little 
plan of usefulness which he has suggested, or of 
that kind word of encouragement which was just 
spoken to a desponding brother? Or who shall 
describe the effects of that biting sarcasm, or that 
contemptuous sentence which some one may have 
uttered against his imperfect friend? Perhaps 
he has thus driven from the field of usefulness 
one who might hereafter have "turned many to 
righteousness ;" but now, disappointed, mortified, 
disgusted at the conduct of one who ought to have 
placed before him a holy example, he leaves the 
school, gradually slides back into the world, and 
becomes a hindrance to the salvation of men. 
how frequently do we forget that we are always, 
in such meetings, forming our o\r n character and 
that of others, who shall, in their turn, act on 
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others, for eternity I teachers, never forget the 
responsibility of the teachers' meeting. 

Fourthly. The teachers' meeting supplied us with 
a memento of the fined judgment — As this impor- 
tant subject of Sunday Schools in connection with 
"a judgment to come/' will hereafter come 
under our review, suffice it to say now, that at the 
teachers' meeting we should especially feel that 
our feelings, plans, and prayers will all be reviewed 
in the presence of our pupils, and of the universe, 
at the final examination of earth. This thought 
fully carried out, would invest our character and 
conduct with unspeakable importance. 

Let our readers, then, in connection with the 
teachers' meeting, guard against levity, and every 
other unhallowed feeling; let them cherish the 
emotions and the conduct which shall render their 
attendance desirable ; and of value to their coad- 
jutors ; let them endeavor, to the full extent of 
their influence, to make the meetings interesting 
and profitable ; and, finally, let them remember 
that such assemblies cannot be of a neutral 
character ; they will either be very useful, or very 
pernicious. 
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VI. 



IN THE PUBLIC MEETING. 

The different members of the human family 
love to congregate in crowds; and a spirit of 
intense sympathy runs through a vast assembly 
which can be felt nowhere else. If the most 
eminent men, who have exercised most influence 
on the vast masses of mankind have loved solitude 
as a preparation for labor, they have accomplished 
most, especially public orators, when they have 
addressed their thousands. Sabbath School teach- 
ers have always been fond of meeting crowds of 
their co-laborers, and no doubt can exist that 
great good has arisen from large public assemblies 
of devoted teachers, both in this country and in 
Europe. Of course very much depends on the 
manner in which such meetings are conducted, 
and the spirit by which they are influenced ; thus 
considered, they may do great good or much evil. 
Our object in the present paper will be merely to 
show the effort which each attendant should make, 

that so the whole meeting may be all that can be 

4* 
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desired. If each one pursues the right course, 
the whole will present a scene of intense interest 
to men, to angels, and to God. 

Let us say then, 

First. Our feelings should be devout.— Young 
persons, and these meetings are composed to a very 
great extent of such, are naturally cheerful, light- 
hearted, and tend towards levity; and assuredly 
this bias is not at all lessened by the association 
of numbers. The multitudes, dress, smiling coun- 
tenances, and universal disposition to please and 
be pleased, increase the temptation to frivolity; 
nay, the very report which is made of past useful- 
ness and the animated exhortations to increased 
labor, may all tend in this direction. The animal 
spirits may become powerfully excited; so that 
unwise things may be uttered on the platform, 
and unhallowed levity may be seen on the seats. 
Far be it from me to discourage cheerfulness, 
especially on occasions so delightful ; but, to use 
the language of the old divines, we should be 
seriously cheerful, and cheerfully serious. We 
have, and we record the fact with pain, we have 
known young persons attend such meetings with 
feelings similar to those with which they would 
go to a place of ordinary amusement; nay we 
have heard it avowed by some of our younger 
friends, with all the frankness of their natural 
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dispositions, that they have gone to such assem- 
blies because they were more entertaining than 
even the theatre. 

Now are meetings such as these likely to be 
what good men could desire? Are any thing 
like these the feelings and the manner to be che- 
rished by those who have to teach young immor- 
tals the infinite realities of an eternal God? 
Surely it becomes ns at such times to cherish, in 
connection with lively gratitude and joy, a spirit 
of profound and prayerful humility. We would, 
therefore, respectfully recommend that the publio 
meeting be preceded by much closet devotion, and 
if there could also be held previously to "the 
great congregation" a series of special meetings 
for social devotion, the effect would be better still. 
In some way or other, a deep impression should 
be made on the public mind that these anniversary 
or special public meetings are particularly designed 
as means of grace. At such meetings, 

Secondly. Our manners should be those of 
Christians. — Far from Christians be the sancti- 
monious, hypocritical manner of the Pharisees; 
but equally far be the trifling and frivolous 
deportment of the mere thoughtless worldling. 
There is a dignity in the Christian character, 
which ought always to appear in his whole con- 
duct, and most of all when he has come to meet an 
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assembly of fellow Christian laborers on the con- 
cerns of the heavenly kingdom. Cheerful he 
must be, or he will not act out his profession as a 
follower of Christ; frothy and foolish he cannot 
be, unless he forgets the high claims of his Lord, 
in whose presence he is, and whose special sanc- 
tion to his present engagements he has professedly 
sought by prayer. It is his to impress the public 
mind with the infinite importance of religion, to 
encourage timid Christians to enter with humble 
boldness on the discharge of infinitely momentous 
duties, and above all, to honor the name of Him 
who died for the salvation of the lost. We sub- 
mit, then, that dignified cheerfulness, zealous 
devotedness to Christ, and love like that which 
showed itself in all the actions of the incarnate 
Saviour should be clearly read in all the Chris- 
tian's conduct. Holy love reigning in his heart, 
will need but little prompting in its varied mani- 
festations. Fellow Christians, "what manner of 
persons ought we to be in all manner of holy con- 
versation and godliness I" 

Thirdly. Our holy principles should be strength- 
ened. — We meet on such occasions, not for the 
relaxation of the mind, but for its invigoration ; 
we are engaged in a mighty conflict for the sub- 
jugation of the whole earth to Christ; and the 
intention of our meeting is to take a new survey 
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of the field, to examine carefully what has been 
already done, and to confer on the best means 
of obtaining a speedy conquest. We cannot but 
rejoice in the great fact that our labour cannot 
ultimately be in vain in the Lord ; but it is quite 
possible that we may be found negligent of our 
duty, giving advantage to the enemy, and so, to a 
very great extent, losing our reward. If before 
going to the public meeting we have laid aside our 
armor, and supposed that we were going simply to 
enjoy " a feast of reason and a flow of' soul," we 
have awfully forgotten our duty, and acted incon- 
sistently with our character. It rather became us 
to carry our armor with us, that it might receive a 
keener edge and a higher polish ; and instead of 
meeting our fellow soldiers to engage in unhal- 
lowed merriment, we ought to enquire mutually 
into each other's welfare, and each direct the 
attention of all the rest to the will of the Great 
Captain of our salvation, and" the best means of 
fully carrying it out; every day resolving with 
new energy to die on the field of battle, assured 
that 



" The saints in all this glorious war. 
Shall conqner though they die/ 



n 



Thus sustained, let us encourage one another to 
love and to good works, even till death, and then, 
through infinite mercy, rise to receive from the 
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hands of oar Lord a crown of immortal life and 
glory. 

Fourthly. Our improvement of the public meeU 
ing should be apparent. — This remark scarcely 
needs an illustration ; suffice it to remind the 
teacher that the eyes of many are upon him, and 
that all expect from him conduct consistent with 
his professions. It is something worse than use- 
less to complain that the world are unreasonable, 
when they expect Christians to maintain a high 
standard of principles and conduct ; for as we profess 
to he the representatives of Jesus Christ on earth ; 
they have a right to infer from our conduct the 
character of his kingdom and claims. When, 
then, we profess, that, weary and faint, we meet 
to encourage each other in our work, it is reason- 
able that they should carefully mark our whole 
proceedings; and Christian teachers should take 
care, both for their own sakes, and that of their 
pupils, that their " profiting appears unto all." 
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VII. 



IN THE CHURCH. 



The question has been often discussed, whether 
any persons who have not publicly professed reli- 
gion, should be teachers in a Sunday school. As 
we think schools should exist wherever they are 
needed, and as we know that the most suitable 
teachers, that is, persons of decided piety, cannot 
always in the first instance be obtained, we would 
impart knowledge to children by the best agency 
we can get, praying that God may oonvert those 
we employ, or speedily send us pious teachers. 

But what a solemn position does the uncon- 
verted teacher occupy I Is he aware that his best 
friends doubt his suitability for the work in which 
he is engaged ? Has he ever felt that he is from 
week to week, recommending to his pupils a 
Saviour whom he himself does not love, and 
enjoining obedience to a law against which he 
himself rebels ; and that he is directing his charge 
to a heaven from which he is himself likely to be 
excluded? And does the thought, dear reader, 
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if it be applicable to you, excite no emotion, nor 
lead to " great searchings of heart ?" Lay bare 
the real state of your soul before your conscience 
and your God, and, oh ! fervently pray that you 
may not hereafter have to lament, " They set me 
to keep the vineyards of others, but mine own 
vineyard have I not kept." 

But it may be supposed that the large majority 
of Sunday school teachers profess to be decided 
Christians, and are associated in the holy bonds 
of fellowship with the church of the Lord Jesus. 
On such a union we would offer our warm con- 
gratulations, while we affectionately remind our 
friends that this fact vastly increases their respon- 
sibility. Premising so much, we would affection- 
ately offer two counsels to guide the conduct of 
Sunday school teachers in the church. 

First. Your character as a teacher should never 
be lost sight of. — In a day of Christian activity 
like the present, when all kinds of effort invite 
our assistance, we are greatly tempted to engage 
in more undertakings than we can properly ful- 
fill ; or, in other words, to diffuse over a vast space 
the labor, which, to be really productive, should 
be concentrated on one spot. He who has a vast 
wilderness to clear, will do but little by passing 
over a thousand acres, and here and there cutting 
down a tree; if he acts wisely, he will confine 
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his labors to one spot, and work around that till he 
has room on which to erect his dwelling and to use 
his plough. While we would strongly recommend 
to our fellow-laborers to cherish the largeness of 
heart which shall make them feel deeply interested 
in the cultivation of the whole field of the world, 
we would, with at least equal earnestness entreat 
them especially to plough and to sow, to harrow 
and weed, and in every way to take care of their 
own little spot, the Sabbath school. Here, to 
change the figure, every man should build the 
wall opposite to his own house, and remove the 
rubbish from his own door. A review of more 
than thirty years' labor convinces us that we 
should have done more, had we confined our efforts 
within a less circle. He who eminently excels in 
any one department of labor, is generally found 
to concentrate his whole thoughts upon it. Hence 
an eminent engineer is said to have asserted that 
rivers were created only to feed navigable canals, 
the object to which he had devoted his life : a 
living statesman, whose varied labors have asto- 
nished the world, attributes his success to doing 
one thing at a time, and doing it with all his 
heart ; and the highest authority has laid on us 
the injunction, that whatsoever we find to do, 
should be done with all our might. Let it then 
be ever remembered by you, in the most solemn 

5 
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hours of your life, in all your intercourse with 
your Christian friends, in all the worship you offer 
to Heaven, and in all your approaches to the ta- 
ble of the Lord, that you are " a teacher of babes, 
an instructor of the foolish." 

You cannot have this one idea long before 
yeur mind without feeling an increasing interest 
in your work, and a deepening sense of your re- 
sponsibility. It will always influence your spirit 
and temper, and compel you to guard against un- 
hallowed passions and practices, in which too many 
around you are engaged. It will regulate your 
conduct, and modify the plans of your brethren ; 
while your consistency, your piety, and your zeal 
furnish an example to your Christian friends, 
which they may well desire to imitate. Never 
then, even for a moment, forget in the church 
how nearly, in this particular, your office and la- 
bors resemble those of the pastor himself; and 
that, therefore, the deep feeling of solemn respon- 
sibility should be cherished 

If we have been happy enough to produce the 
feeling we have recommended, our readers will be 
prepared to listen to us while we say, 

Secondly. You should always keep the interests 
of your school in view. — Your feelings should re- 
semble (except that they should be holier and 
deeper,) those of the member of the legislature; 
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who rises to speak with the recollection that he 
represents thousands, perhaps millions, whose in- 
terests he has voluntarily pledged himself to pro- 
mote. Oh ! if in the church we felt ourselves 
the witnesses for God in a lost world, and as bound 
to care for immortal souls, especially for the 
young, who in some respects are the most impor- 
tant class of the human family, how would our 
hearts burn with intense ardor in the sacred cause ! 
The school, with its pupils and its teachers, 
would be ever before our eyes — ever uppermost 
in our hearts. We should not employ our time 
in set speeches, nor be anxious to pass long 
strings of well-prepared resolutions; we should 
not need extraordinary stimulants to action, nor 
should we rise to tell how our zeal had cooled, 
and how almost every one else had declined in 
attachment to the Sunday school ; but every one 
would feel that it is in our hearts to live and die 
in connexion with the holy cause. The school 
would always be remembered in our addresses to 
Heaven at the social prayer meeting; in all our 
intercourse with Christians we should be collecting 
Holy seed, to sow in the hearts of the children on 
the following Sabbath ; in every interview with 
the pastor the beloved school would be remem- 
bered, and its interests in a thousand nameless 
ways promoted. 
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We will now venture to appeal to our readers, 
and ask whether the conduct we recommend to 
them be not right, and whether the consequences 
of its exhibition would not be beneficial. Would 
not the Sabbath School, in such a case, be more 
than ever the nursery of the church ? Would not 
the hearts of very many of your fellow Christians 
become so interested, as earnestly to desire to 
fill up any vacancies occurring in the ranks of 
teachers ? Would not, in a word, the exhibition 
of holy consistency, love and piety, on the part of 
Sabbath School teachers, make every family to 
contribute to the increase of its numbers, and 
compel the churches of Jesus Christ to place the 
Sunday School where it ought to be, midway 
between the Christian pulpit and the Christian 
press ; a spot of intense interest to the people of 
God, commanding their sympathies, their labors, 
and their prayers ? Christian teachers, we beseech 
you to thus " hold forth the word of life." 

Before we cease to look at the Sabbath School 
teacher in connection with the church, it cannot 
be improper Somewhat fully to show its influence 
on the prosperity of the church of God. Both 
teachers and the members of the church generally 
may profit by the review. Be it remarked, then, 
that they thus tend to prosperity, 
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First. Because they unite the energies of the 
members of the church in the advancement of its 
interests, — It is very generally known that through- 
out Christendom, before the formation of Sabbath 
Schools, it was almost universally the fact, that 
Christians had sunk into a state of indifference as 
to their own prosperity, and as to efforts for the 
salvation of sinners. A dense, dark gloom brooded 
over the Church, which presented one of the most 
distressing aspects portrayed on the page of history. 
Few seemed to think that any other persons should 
be actively employed in carrying on the cause of 
religion besides its professed ministers. The father 
of the family was found in his pew on the Lord's 
day, surrounded by his children, all of whom 
listened with attention to the message which the 
servant of God might have to proclaim. In 
addition to this, in many instances, private cate- 
chetical instruction, or the more public, or perhaps 
domestic instruction by the pastor, was added to 
the Lord's day exhortations; and we will not 
deny that in very many instances these pious 
exertions were blest to the conversion of the 
young, while we are compelled to deplore the fact 
that in many others, these young persons formed 
alliances with the world, which drew them far 
from God. 

If it be objected that we are drawing a picture 
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of Great Britain at that period rather than of the 
United States, you may be reminded of two 
important facts ;— one is, that at that time Ame- 
rica presented but colonies to Europe, and the 
other is, that always, the state of religion in 
the one country is pretty fairly represented by its 
condition in the other. While our country at that 
period showed, here and there, a spot of lovely 
verdure, it will be remembered that a very large 
proportion of the population were in a state of the 
most deplorable ignorance. Very many of our 
rising villages knew nothing of the gospel, and 
thousands were unable to read the word of the 
living God. One generation after another dropt 
into the grave, equally ignorant of their danger as 
sinners, and of the way of salvation by Jesus 
Christ; and all this in the country, yes, in the 
neighbourhood of those who knew the Divine plan 
of mercy, and who could with ease have made it 
known to others. All this time, the churches, of 
course, were declining ; the young, their hope and 
their expectation, were growing more and more 
careless; and how could it be otherwise, when 
their energies were never called into action, — when 
they were never taught to care for the souls of 
others, or actively to seek their salvation. 

Such was the general state of the British and 
American churches, when Sabbath Schools first 



IN THE CHURCH. 55 

presented themselves to their notice. A few years 
before this, Whitefield, Wesley, and their coadju- 
tors had begun to excite attention among the dry 
bones ; no army, however, was yet formed to make 
inroads upon the world of darkness, and to deliver 
sinners from the power of Satan. But when these 
institutions sprang into existence, what a call was 
there to energy ! The experience of the hoary- 
headed Christian, and the activity of the blooming 
youth were alike called into action. The pastor, 
possessed of an order of feelings he never knew 
before, and indulging new and lively hopes which 
till now were strangers to his bosom, looking at 
the children snatched from the abodes of vice and 
ignorance, and taught to read their Bible, and 
listen to the heavenly voice of the gospel, ex- 
claimed, " Ttfese same shall comfort us concerning 
the work and toil of our hands/ 1 The officers and 
the members of the church united with their holy 
minister in prayer and sympathy, and labor for 
the accomplishment of his hopes and desires. The 
united Christians became a working church ; and, 
sustained by hope, labored in season and out of 
season for the accomplishment of their pure and 
vast desire of raising up a generation to call 
Jehovah blessed. 

Nor have those hopes been disappointed. For 
point us, if you can, to the Christian church where 
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the Sabbath school system has been in lively ope- 
ration, which does not now present a spirit of holy 
energy, of Christian union, of brotherly love, 
which it had not before; and what is so well 
adapted as all this to promote the prosperity of the 
church? Does not the school fan the flame of 
holy zeal, warm the heart at a throne of mercy, 
and lead each Christian teacher to love his/ellow- 
teachers more fervently, because all mutually 
evince a concern to advance the glory of God? 
Each feels the importance of his own efforts for 
the promotion of the cause of Christ, and employs 
his talents, few or many, for its prosperity; and 
each learns from the difficulty of his own station, 
how to sympathise with his pastor in his still 
greater trials, and to say to him, " Arise, for this 
matter belongeth unto thee ; we also will be with 
thee and do it;" while he, in return, joyfully 
acknowledges that " they have helped him much 
in the Lord/' Hail, happy union! Who does 
not see its influence on the prosperity of the 
church ? 

Very closely connected with this train of think- 
ing, is another to which we invite your attention. 

Secondly, Sabbath schools advance the prosperity 
of the Christian church, inasmuch as they excite 
a spirit of exertion in the cause of holiness. 

No great object is ever secured in our world 
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without labor. The plans of heaven are advanced 
in that pure world by those who serve God day 
and night continually in his temple. 

For ever exploded be the notion that the ser- 
vants of God have nothing to do in advancing his 
cause in the world. Why, then is Zion called on 
to awake, and to put on her strength for the ac- 
complishment of the Divine designs ? Christians 
have to do almost all that the apostles did ; they 
have to carry the volume of truth — the message 
of redeeming mercy — to the remotest parts of 
earth ; to weep over the condition of sinners, and 
to beseech them by the terrors of Jehovah, and 
by the attractions of the cross, to be reconciled to 
God ; and by vigilance, labor, and prayer to keep 
pure, and to enlarge the sanctuary of the Lord. 
If we have nothing to do by way of extending 
Divine truth, let us act consistently : let us cease 
to print our bibles, to erect our churches, to found 
our theological institutions, to call sinners to re- 
pentance, or to preach the gospel at all. But oh ! 
if we are indeed called to wrestle with the powers 
of darkness, — if we ought to feel for the moral 
miseries of the human family, — if the Gospel is 
to be published throughout the world by human 
agency, let us enlist in the sacred cause every 
energy we can command, and let us rally round 
the standard of the cross, ready to engage in any 
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labor by which we can be useful ; let us employ 
in this holy warfare every talent which the Church 
of Christ possesses, and feel that the sooner we 
ean engage the youthful Christian in this cause 
the better. 

And here, how forcibly must it be felt that the 
Sabbath school presents one of the very first claims 
to our exertions, and is a sphere in which every 
talent may be exerted. Do we not look to these 
institutions to replenish our churches, to furnish 
active missionaries, and even, in many instances, 
to supply our own pulpits ? It is scarcely possible 
to conceive of any department of Christian use- 
fulness, but the previous labors of a Sabbath school 
teacher qualify a man to engage in it better than 
others. 

The wife of a missionary of the Sunday School 
Union, laboring in Michigan, thus writes : — " One 
little girl who attended Sunday school at a place 
where one had just been organized, was accus- 
tomed to take the library books, and get her 
grandfather to read them to her. One day, while 
reading an account of the conversion of a child, 
the Lord touched his heart, his eyes filled with 
tears, and he could proceed no further. He saw 
himself a sinner, vile in the sight of God, and 
he never rested until he had given his heart to 
Jesus. Although a grey-haired man, he thought 
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that he most have a class in the Sabbath school, 
and it is an affecting sight — that old man, after a 
life of infidelity, sitting down to teach children 
the way of life. They now have a prayer meeting 
in that settlement, with preaching occasionally, 
and in that school honse many have learned to 
sing the new song, and to rejoice in Christ !" 
Has that school done nothing to excite and cherish 
a spirit of holy exertion ? Nor is it less evident 
that Sabbath schools, 

Thirdly. Tend to remove from the world the igno- 
rance which has so long enslaved and degraded it. 
It is. a very affecting representation which the 
sacred volume gives us of man, when it describes 
him as "blind and knowing nothing." Darkness, 
we are told, covers the earth, and gross darkness 
envelopes the minds of its inhabitants; and on 
account of this ignorance, and consequent desti- 
tution of happiness, they are represented also as 
sitting in " the valley of the shadow of death. 11 
As the most beautiful or grand of all the scenes 
of nature, present no beauty to the man that is 
blind, so the most 1 interesting and important doc- 
trines of the Bible are of no use to those who 
have never known of their existence. Ignorance 
detains a man as in chains from happiness, and 
the service of his God ; it cramps all the energies 
of his mind, and vitiates his moral taste. It re- 
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sembles the dark thick cloud which carries within 
its bosom a storm that threatens universal ruin. 
It is as the stone placed by the enemies of man 
against the tomb in which his moral energies are 
buried, by which he is rendered incapable of dis- 
charging the duties, and enjoying the pleasures 
to which he was born. 

Such is ignorance ; but when the torch of heav- 
enly knowledge is carried by the Christian minis- 
ter; or the Sabbath school teacher, into the dark 
abodes of misery, it disperses this thick gloom, 
and calls forth every energy to activity and joy; — 
it snaps asunder the fetters of moral slavery, and 
brings forth the man from prison to the enjoyment 
of holy freedom; — it rolls away the stone from 
the sepulchre, and he who was dead springs from it 
to enjoy the blessings of eternal life. It would 
be impossible for the tongue of a mortal to describe 
the happiness of the child thus brought to enjoy 
the blessings of Divine light in the present world, 
and by means of the holy word to be prepared for 
the happiness which God has laid up for those 
who love him. All these blessings, and more than 
these, are communicated by the holy devoted 
Sabbath school teacher, who cares for the souls 
of the children committed to his charge, and who 
waters his labors with earnest prayer for the out- 
pouring of tho Spirit of God. Go forth, then, 
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ye standard-bearers of the cross of Christ, reflect 
on all around you the light you have derived from 
the Sun of Righteousness, disperse the darkness 
'which encircles the earth, and " shine as lights 
of the world." 

Equally clear is if that Sabbath schools, properly 
conducted — 

Fourthly. Disseminate the most important truths 
which can arrest the attention of man, — and in 
this way, as well as in others, they advance the 
prosperity of the church of God. We have al- 
ready seen that knowledge is favorable to happi- 
ness, and that the latter cannot exist unaccompa- 
nied by the former. And if this be true in refer- 
ence to the present state, it is still more correct in 
matters relating to the soul, and which connect 
themselves with eternity. The kingdom of Christ 
is full of light, and cannot flourish till it has dis- 
persed the darkness which naturally enshrouds the 
soul. It knows nothing of the popish dogma 
that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion, but 
ever calls for the worship which emanates from the 
belief of scriptural truth. The Sabbath school is 
opened for the express purpose of giving knowl- 
edge ; and of what kind ? We tell the child of 
ignorance that there is a God — that he has broken 
the righteous laws of that Great Bein^ wul oc- 
curred his displeasure — that mfaAte Vjn*^b» ^* 
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vided a way of salvation ; — and we tell him how 
suitable this salvation is for him as a guilty, de- 
praved, and lost creature ; — we conduct him to the 
throne of God to pray for the pardon of bis sins ; 
we unfold to his opening mind those scriptures 
which teach him the will of Jehovah, and which 
supply him with the most powerful motives to do 
it. We instruct him in the duties he owes to all 
by whom he is surrounded, and the advantages 
arising from their performance; — we disclose to 
him another world, and from its awful realities 
we derive motives to the discharge of present 
duties. Tell us, would not the diffusion of this 
knowledge over the whole earth tend to the in- 
crease, and to the spirituality of the church of 
God ? And is it possible for this holy instruction 
to be given in a devotional spirit to scores, per- 
haps to hundreds, of young persons connected 
with a congregation, without that congregation de- 
riving essential benefit from it ? Finally, Sabbath 
schools advance the welfare of Christian churches, 
because 

Fifthly. They draw forth and cherish the feelings 
of Christian piety. — This remark may apply both 
to the teachers an(J the children. It is a lamenta- 
ble fact that when we first learn the value of the 
soul, and the importance of its salvation, there are 
sometimes many obstructions to t\& gproth of our 
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piety. But let a young man be brought into con- 
nexion with a band of pious Sabbath school teach- 
ers ', let him attend their meetings for devotion ; 
let him consider the great objects for which they 
associate ; let him hear the simple, solemn and af- 
fectionate addresses given from time to time by 
the pastor or superintendent; and if there be any 
feelings of religion in the heart of such a teacher, 
what emotions will all this draw forth — what asso- 
ciations will he form — and to what duties will he 
be led? 

Equally, or even more, are Sabbath schools 
adapted to excite piety in the children who attend 
them. Many a deep impression will remain hid- 
den from the minister or teacher, however devoted 
he may be, till the last day. But in the Sabbath 
school there is every thing to excite and draw forth 
ardent piety j and scarcely can we conceive of a 
finer opportunity for usefulness than that enjoyed 
by the Christian Sabbath school teacher, as he con- 
verses with his scholars individually on the things 
of eternity. Here even the female Christian may 
become a preacher of righteousness. More than 
once have we wept when we have stood, unseen, 
behind such a teacher, and heard her illustrate the 
evil of sin, the value of salvation, and the love 
of Jesus Christ in saving even little ebft&re&~ 
On such a scene we have looked. mXk W^ ^sfc*- 
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sure, angels have beheld it with interest, and God 
himself, while he has sealed the truth on the heart 
of the child, has in his own words, pronounced 
it all " very good 1" 

Who can doubt, now, the usefulness of Sabbath 
schools in advancing the prosperity of the church 
of Christ ? Who will refuse the personal labor, 
or pecuniary assistance they may need ? Will not 
Christian pastors feel even a more lively interest 
in them than they have hitherto done ? Will not 
teachers be more humble, more devotional, more 
zealous, and more united than ever before ? To 
the teachers of these invaluable schools, we owe a 
debt of gratitude we can never repay. The best 
proof we can give them of that gratitude is to 
seek more earnestly their prosperity and extension. 
Before the enrapturing scenes in connexion with 
Sabbath schools which we anticipate, can arise, a 
greatly improved state of things must be found in 
the church. All who are spiritually alive in Jerusa- 
lem must come to the help of our teachers, " in 
the spirit and power of Elijah." They must cry 
mightily to God for the fulfilment of his promise, 
for the descent of the Holy Spirit, for his quicken- 
ing power to attend the weekly labors of those 
who are cultivating the youthful soil. Has not 
the church been sadly remiss in this duty ? and 
may not the tew conversions wA&cta axfc tiqti taking 
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place in our schools be the result of our own su- 
pineness and unbelief in not wrestling for the 
blessing ? Let us from this time forward engage, 
as in the presence of God/in secret, at the family 
altar, and in the social meeting, your prayers — 
fervent, humble, and faithful, for the Sabbath 
school. Keep it continually before your minds. 
Think of it in your best moments. Confess the 
sin of haying in past times neglected it. Charge 
the want of success on your neglect of prayer. As 
the Sabbath morning dawns, think of hundreds of 
thousands of children assembled for religious in- 
struction, and direct a prayer, that God would 
" pour water on the thirsty, and floods on the dry 
ground/' Persevere in this cause, and rest assured 
that showers of blessings will descend upon those 
little ones whom we would so gladly conduct into 
the fold of Christ. 
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No Christian can separate himself from the 
business of the world. Nor is it right that he 
should do so. God has placed us on earth, that 
our light should shine there ; and has directed us 
to be diligent in business, and fervent in spirit, 
serving him. Sunday School teachers are usual 
of that class of persons who have necessarily much 
to do with the every day matters of the world ; we 
hope, therefore, that a few hints as to what they 
should be, and how they should act in the world, 
may not be unacceptable. 

First You should carefully abstain from the 
maxims and the spirit of the world. — Every Sun- 
day School Teacher, while on earth, should be 
like the physician in the lazaretto, or like John 
Howard, who looked out for suffering, that he 
might alleviate or remove it. Or rather, he must 
resemble one infinitely greater than Howard, who 
descended from heaven to earth, to purify and to 
bless its inhabitants. The holy Redeemer mingled 
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with the greatest of sinners, but it was only to 
place before them a perfect example of holiness, 
and to allure them into its paths; to elevate their 
taste and their condition, and to attract them to 
heaven and to God. Teachers, when "he went 
about doing good/' he placed before you a lovely 
— yea, a glorious example. 

Under the influence, as we always are to a 
greater or less degree, of depraved hearts, sur- 
rounded with a thousand attractions leading us to 
deceptive views of earth and its dangers, and 
amidst the glare and glitter of present objects, we 
are apt to forget our station, our duties, and our 
responsibilities. Every teacher of religion, and 
the Sabbath School Teacher not the least, needs to 
be reminded of the importance of cherishing ardent 
devotedness to God, and holy ambition to obtain 
usefulness, that so, though he is in the world, he 
may not be of the world. Ever let us cultivate 
these elevated and honorable desires. 

Secondly. Never forget that your temptations 
are great. — You and your charge "are in the 
world." That world is at enmity with God and 
with you. It is under the government of the 
prince of evil, and is destroying the souls of 
millions. It bids defiance to every human attempt 
to change its character, and can only be subdued 
by power from on high, ll \>a& faraA \saa&fcsSL 
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to you beyond all the conceptions you have ever 
formed. It assumes, in turn, the violence of a 
demon, and the smile of an angel ; but its design 
is always the same — the ruin of man. You profess 
that, by Divine teaching and influence, you have 
renounced the world; but remember that you 
have not yet left it : you labor to attract others 
from it ; take care that you and they are not, after 
all, entangled in it. Remember that your best, 
your heavenly Friend, when he declared that his 
desire was not that his disciples should at present 
be removed from the world, fervently prayed that 
"they might be kept from its evil." You are 
continued here as "the salt of the earth," to 
preserve it from moral putrefaction and decay ; — 
as the " lights of the world," — moral light-houses, 
to guard voyagers over the ocean of life from 
shoals and rocks, and to guide them to the haven 
of peace. You are continued on earth that you 
may exemplify the holy temper and conduct of 
your Lord, and to extend his glory. But, oh, 
how dangerous is your position ! how numerous 
and how malignant are your enemies ! how many 
and how vast your difficulties ! how feeble are all 
your holiest feelings and habits ! Forget not that 
you require great grace to enable you at all to 
resemble Him who defied earth and hell to induce 
him to sin ; who lived amxm& men a& \fo& tt&rn^ 
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of sin, but the friend of sinners ; and who " has 
left us an example that we should follow his 
steps/ 1 Oh, let us labor that, like him, we may 
make the glory of God our meat and drink, and 
the happiness of man the one object of our life 
and of our death ! To accomplish this we must 
rise above the temptations of earth, by setting our 
affections on heaven. 

Thirdly. Remember that your influence, for 
good or for evil, is powerful. — You have sur- 
rounded yourselves by a number of children of 
the tenderest susceptibilities, on whose minds you 
are making their first, their deepest, their most 
lasting impressions. Just in proportion as you 
succeed in gaining their affections, you have 
influence over them, leading them to think that 
they cannot be wrong if they feel and act like you. 
What you omit to do, they suppose that they may 
neglect ; and whatever they see done by you, they 
are sure may be done by themselves. Even if 
their consciences, which you have assisted to 
enlighten, may tell them that your actions are 
wrong, yet do they think that your conduct may 
palliate, if not excuse their sin. Forget not, we 
entreat you, that the men of the world, ay, its very 
children, are eagle-eyed. They penetrate your 
conduct, read your looks, scrutinize even your 
motives, very far beyond what you \iw*fc s*«t ^» 
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imagined. If, indeed,' in your intercourse with 
the world, your spirit is truly that of Christ, and 
your conduct in exact agreement with your Sab- 
bath's teaching, then do your observers — and they 
are legion — see "the beauties of holiness," admire 
them, and sometimes labor to enjoy them ; but if 
the intercourse of the week be opposed to the 
instructions of the Sabbath, those instructions are 
more than counteracted; the example is almost 
infinitely injurious, Christ is dishonoured, religion 
is despised, and souls are lost. How vast is the 
talent of influence, and how careful should the 
Christian, especially the teacher, be always to 
improve it for God ! 

Fourthly. Keep before your mind that your pro- 
fessed aim is nothing less than the regeneration of the 
world. — You have embarked in the highest and 
holiest cause which can engage the energies of 
men or of angels. You have entered into co- 
operation with God in enlightening and reno- 
vating the moral world. You know that all his 
mightiest purposes are accomplished by his word ; 
and to make this word extensively known, espe- 
cially among the most important class of society 
— the actors of the future — is the one solemnly 
avowed object of your pursuit. Here, indeed, is a 
noble ambition ! But let not your purpose be for 
b moment forgotten. Here, traiy, is your danger. 
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Remember that your " field is the world," and 
especially that portion of it where the great Hus- 
bandman has appointed you specially to labor; 
and that your business is not merely to smooth 
the surface of the soil, but to sow and to watch 
the seeds of truth and of joy ; to water and to 
weed around every plant which may grow up 
under your eye. Th« earth is to be renovated, 
and to be made more lovely than ever before, and 
that partly by your agency. Oh, how should you 
guard against indolence ! against the noxious in- 
fluence of its poisons and thorns ! With what con- 
stant care should you watch over your tender 
plants, and guard them from the beast of prey, 
from impure air and water, and desire for them 
die dews of heaven, and the blessed rays of the 
Sun of Righteousness ! Be not satisfied with 
any thing short of the entire conversion of 
all you teach ; and never for a moment lose the 
impression that much, very much, of this great 
work is allotted to you. Let us remind you 
once more, 

Fifthly. Your ultimate success as Christian 
teachers is certain. The statesman, the warrior, or 
any other man engaged only in secular pursuits — 
in the affairs relating only to time — may fail in his 
object ; but with you failure is impossible. " My 
word," eaith the Eternal, " Bh&\\ no*. -wfcMx^^asfcft 
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me void ;" and all the perfections of his character 
will combine to exemplify his fidelity. Every 
lesson you teach is indelible, and has within it the 
germ of. immortality. No impression may yet 
appear, or it may soon seem to die away; but 
success is certain, and the sower and the reaper 
shall, in the final harvest, rejoice together. And 
does not this fact call you to zealous labour, to 
ardent prayer, and to joyful expectation of suc- 
cess? The world, even though all its powers 
were combined, could not prevent your ultimate 
success, so far as your motives and your labors 
resemble Christ's ; but any inferior motives, and 
any labors inconsistent with your love to him 
shall be frustrated, and come to nought. 

Let these thoughts, Christian teachers, induce 
you to pass through the world, in which your lot 
and labors are cast, with the feelings and the 
spirit which become you. Travel on your path 
to heaven like the man who feels that to him it 
pertains to convey light and purity, fertility and 
glory, wherever he goes. Remember that you 
have to remove the evils of earth, to convert the 
barren wilderness into the garden of the Lord, 
and to provide for the happiness of man in the 
present and all future ages, producing a scene, 

" Suoh as earth saw never, — 
Such as Heaven atoop* &w& to %«« " 
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Throw aside all that is earthly ; gird yourselves 
with the armor and the strength of Heaven ; 
go forth to conflict and to conquest ; and ere long, 
the Master you serve will secure to you victory 
and eternal glory. 
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IX. 



IN THE SICK BOOM. 



It is an impressive and instructive thought, 
that comparatively a small portion of human life 
can possibly be devoted to direct efforts of doing 
good. To say nothing of time lost by incapacity, 
in the years of infancy and old age ; of the hours 
of every day consumed by eating and sleep, by 
needful labor, and by frequent indolence, not a 
few persons are called to endure the inconveni- 
encies and sacrifices of frequent imprisonment in 
the sick chamber; shut out alike from active 
labor, and from the ordinary enjoyments of life. 

But it must not be supposed that when the 
Christian teacher is thus called from his beloved 
enjoyments, and compelled to retire to the scene 
of suffering, he is driven to an extremity, without 
happiness or hope. It is impossible that any 
Christian can be in such a condition. Instead of 
this, he soon finds that " it is better to go to the 
house of mourning than to the house of feasting ; 
for that is the end of all men, and the living will 
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lay it to his heart ;" and that " the heart of the 
wise is in the house of mourning." There we are 
separated from the gaudy show and bustle of the 
world, and are driven to serious reflection. We feel 
the insufficiency of earth to make us happy, and 
the uncertainty of our continued connexion with 
it, even if every desire of our hearts could be 
gratified by it. Here the conscience, the vicege- 
rent of God in every soul, demands to be heard, 
and asserts the claims of a future world, which 
may be just at hand, to our immediate considera- 
tion, and to a solemn preparation for its momen- 
tous scenes. 

We may, then, suppose that the teacher him- 
self is placed in the sick chamber. His heavenly 
Father has weakened his strength in the way, and 
brought him to experience lassitude and pain. He 
is now compelled, for a time at least, to look into 
his soul, and to review his past engagements; 
to examine his present position; and to antici- 
pate his future state. He has been accustomed to 
speak of the necessity of personal religion, now 
he must reflect on the character of his own ; he 
has been wont to expatiate on the importance of 
acting from pure motives, and now he must ex- 
amine the character of those by which he has him- 
self been influenced ; he has often told his youth- 
ful charge that nothing but religion would sustain 



76 THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER. 

their spirits in sickness and in death, and now he 
himself must he more fully than ever convinced 
of this fact ; often has he told his fellow teachers 
how liable they were to he guided by a mixture 
of motives, and now it is of unspeakable impor- 
tance that in his own person he should weep 
over this truth ; in a word, the members of his 
class have often heard him say, that religion only 
could illumine the chamber of sickness and death 
with serenity and joy, and it is of the yery high- 
est moment that he should now be, even more 
strongly than heretofore, impressed with his doc- 
trine. Supposing that his affliction is not unto 
death, with how much more simplicity and power 
can he henceforth teach the great truths of god- 
liness, and comfort others with the comfort where- 
with he has been comforted of God, when he es- 
capes, as it were, from the very grasp of death to 
do it. We can scarcely imagine a scene more im- 
pressive than that of a teacher returning with his 
garments, as it were, dripping from the river of 
death, to impress with more power on the hearts 
of his pupils the reality, the power, and the sweet- 
ness of the religion of the cross. 

But more frequently, at least so would we hope, 
is the Sunday school teacher found in the sick 
chamber of his pupils. For we will not believe 
that the love of the teacher is confined to the 
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school, room, or only breathes forth from his soul 
when he meets his class on the Sabbath. As he 
prays for them individually in his closet, and often 
thinks of them when he is occupied with his secu- 
lar engagements; so when enquiry has ascertained 
that absence is caused by sickness, he is soon with 
them by their bedside. There the tones, the tears, 
and the prayers of the teacher, make the pupil 
feel all the reality and the power of scriptural 
religion. Now, when God has " made the heart 
soft/' and capable of receiving good impressions, 
the teacher "will find out acceptable words" to 
follow up his Sabbath instructions and fervent 
prayers, with appropriate admonitions and comfort. 
And here, by the way, is one of the most pal- 
pable and impressive proofs of the reality of 
religion. The infidel, in the hour of sorrow, 
deserts his companions, but the Christian at such 
a time is most anxious to be the messenger of 
consolation. It is here that he feels himself the 
representative of the Lord Jesus, who seems to 
address the visitor of the little one, " Ye did it 
unto me." In the school-room, it is more than 
possible that the teacher and the taught may have 
been influenced by vanity, or some other impure 
motive; but here, sickness and death purify the 
atmosphere of the soul, and give transparency to 
its motives. Every thing now appears in its real 

7* 
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colors, and each act is done in the immediate 
prospect of eternity. In this solemn chamber 
there can be no trifling, for all around is felt to 
belong to the solemn realities of an eternal God. 

It is indeed now that the teacher can simply 
and eloquently speak df the reality of truth, and 
of its adaptation to every sinner, whether living 
or dying; and it is now that the conscience of 
the scholar bears testimony to the facts often rei- 
terated in his ears. Now it is felt that death, so 
common a topic of addresses, and of private con- 
versations in the school-room, is really infinitely 
solemn in its character, and its results ; and as it 
may be really near, there can be no indifference 
on the part of either the teacher or the taught. 
Would that all the gay and thoughtless, — would 
that the vain teacher and the careless pupil could 
be brought to this scene, and feel its full power, 
and trace all its eternal results ! Often have we 
visited the death-beds of the young, and felt our 
motives purified, our zeal quickened, and religion 
made more dear to us than ever before. And if 
these pages should fall under the eye of a teacher, 
hitherto indifferent to his own soul and to the 
souls of others, we would affectionately entreat 
him to embrace the first opportunity of visiting a 
teacher or scholar on his death bed. 

Not long since we were called by the parents of 
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an interesting Sabbath school pupil to her bedside, 
which proved, a few days afterwards, the scene of 
death. For an hour before the call of the mes- 
senger, we had been engaged with a friend in a 
common but useless religious controversy j as we 
passed, in a few minutes, from the parlor to the 
sick chamber, how little, as we gazed on the lovely 
and even then dying sufferer, did the affairs of 
earth, the importance of controversy, and the mere 
speculations of religion appear! Here, nothing 
seemed of moment but the grand doctrines of 
Christ and his cross. As we proposed some solemn 
questions to the young Christian, not yet four- 
teen, but ripe for heaven, it was sweet to hear 
her deep humiliation for sin, her strong sense of 
the need of a Saviour, her grateful hope and firm 
dependance on the atoning sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus, and her lively expectation of dwelling 
eternally with him. She implicitly believed the 
doctrines of the Bible, as taught in the Sabbath 
school and the sanctuary, and died in the sweet 
enjoyment of a Saviour's presence and smiles. 

We would now appeal to every Sunday school 
teacher, and obtain his judgment, as to the impor- 
tance of cultivating an increased acquaintance 
with the sick room. The Bible excepted, from 
what source can he draw such correct and useful 
lessons? Philosophy is compelled to withdraw 
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hence, and Religion shows her mildest and most 
attractive features. The Sunday school is here 
seen to be " the gate of heaven ;" for it was there 
•the dying young Christian was first led to Jesus, 
with whom she is about to dwell for ever. Or, if 
the sick room should have ever shown you the 
scholar yet ignorant and careless, yet far from 
God and from heaven, still it is profitable for the 
teacher to be found there. He sees, in the sad 
state of one without piety, its vast importance, and 
its connexion with happiness; he learns the value 
and the danger of the human soul ; and returns 
to the head of his class, more devoted to the souls 
of the children committed to his care than ever. 
Thus affliction, either in our own person or in those 
of others, may become a special means of grace, 
and sow the seeds of eternal gratitude and joy. 
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IN HIS DYING CHAMBER. 



"I AM dying, sir; the time has arrived for 
which I have been daily looking for more than 
seven years." Such was the remark of a Sunday 
school teacher to the writer, some three or four 
years since : and in less than a week after this he 
was committed to "the house appointed for all 
living." He was no common teacher, either in his 
qualifications for labor, or his success in it. Equa- 
ble in temper, plodding in effort, meek and quiet 
in spirit, and lovely in his whole deportment, both 
teachers and pupils deplored his removal, and still 
repeat his name with holy affection. 

Every one will readily admit, that the looking for- 
ward to a future world, and acting chiefly in refer- 
ence to eternity, must go very far towards the at- 
tainment of usefulness. If only inferior motives 
influence our conduct, motives drawn merely from 
earth, how easily do we fall into light habits, and 
neglect the duties we profess to discharge ! But 
if death, judgment, heaven, hell, and eternity fill 
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our minds, as being both before ourselves and 
our charge ; — if we are duly impressed with the 
fact, that every act and thought is telling upon all 
the future, we cannot be light-minded, or inatten- 
tive, or prayerless in our work. 

A recent review of visits paid in a series of years 
to the chambers of dying teachers of Sabbath 
schools, has reminded us of facts, and suggested 
lessons not unworthy of being placed before our 
readers. 

In every case, pious teachers have gratefully 
spoken of the fact of their having been occupied 
in Sunday school labor. When we come to a dy- 
ing hour, every thing presents itself in a new light, 
and is seen more correctly than ever before. At 
such a period the teacher will feel his imperfec- 
tions, and will weep over his sins. He will more 
than admit that he fell far short of what he should 
have been ; that his teaching and his prayers were 
sadly cold ; and that his success was much below 
the standard it might have reached. But can he 
repent that he was a teacher ? Can he be sorry that 
he led the little child to the cross of Christ, and 
taught him to seek the Saviour's love ? Impossi- 
ble ! As well might you expect him, as a Chris- 
tian, to renounce his love to Jesus, or to regret 
that he ever entered on heavenly service or joy, as 
to expect him to lament t\x&t\&\A&^rt»Vht&'<iw3 ^1 
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happiness to others. Now that the reality of 'reli- 
gion is deeply felt, the consolations of the gospel 
are delightfully experienced, and the gates of 
heaven are expanding to receive him, — the pious 
teacher may indeed exult that he has made known 
the blissful path to a number of the young, whom 
he leaves behind, in their turn to transmit to 
others the truths which they have received from 
him, and then to follow him to the seat of eternal 
purity and peace. Never yet was the Christian 
teacher found who, in the dying hour, sorrowed 
over his engagements, or warned others against 
pursuing similar labor. If he grieves at all, it is 
because he did not enter the vineyard sooner, or 
that he did not labor when he had entered it, with 
more skill and assiduity. 

We have been more than once present, when 
the Sabbath School teacher, aware that the scenes 
of earth were rapidly passing from his view, has 
called around him his companions in labor, and 
the beloved youths to whom he had communicated 
the knowledge of Jesus, to take a final farewell. 
We have seen the attempt to make a last vigorous 
effort ; we have looked at the eye, sparkling with 
intelligence and energy; and have beard the 
tongue, in sweetest tenderest tones convey the 
deep feelings of the soul, as it stood on the ver^ 
verge of the heavenly state. De&t\x\k»& %\rojy&ak> 
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with life ; and life, for the moment, has triumphed. 
Sweet, indeed was it to hear of the power and the 
freeness of a Saviour's love ; solemn were the 
impressions produced by striking representations 
of the value of the soul ; and animating were the 
strains in which such a teacher spoke of the nearly 
approaching heaven, the heaven of his own soul, 
in no small degree already enjoyed. He was 
accustomed in health to speak of these things, and 
sometimes vividly felt them; but all was as nothing 
compared with what he sees and feels of them 
now. His friends have surrounded his bed to 
express their sympathy ; but he forgets his weak- 
ness, and is absorbed in the unutterable joys of 
the world to come. No language can express the 
feelings of his heart ; no tones convey all that he 
would communicate to every one who listens. It 
seems as though he had already plucked of the 
fruits of paradise, and drank of its river. No 
philosophy could ever produce a scene like this ; 
no man without faith in Christ could ever conceive 
of the devoted teacher's holy joy. Neither teach- 
ers nor scholars can cease to remember the final 
interview. Each one exclaims, on retiring from 
the scene, 

"Life, take thy chance, but oh for such an end !" 

Yes, such a teacher can indeed die in peace. 
It is true that in the review of his life, he is fully 
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impressed with his sins and imperfections ; he has 
not lived so near to God as he might have done ; 
every department of duty reminds him of manifold 
transgressions of the divine law ; and, were salva- 
tion to depend on his own works, he might well 
be the subject of despair. But he long ago heard 
of a Saviour, and sought his friendship; he 
committed all his immortal interests into the 
hands of that Jesus, and was blessed with his 
smiles. In his feeble way, being anxious for the 
Saviour's honor in the salvation of sinners, he 
labored, especially for the young, to make Jesus 
known. He felt sympathy with the tears shed by 
any of his class, which indicated contrition and 
penitence of heart. His labors, imperfect as they 
were, led one, or two, or perhaps many, to the 
cross ; and he now dies in peace and joy, in the 
prospect of the salvation of which he was accus- 
tomed to speak; and anticipates an eternity spent 
in the society of some whom he, under God, 
conducted to heaven. 

It need not be said that his fellow teachers, and 
his beloved scholars derived improvement from the 
interview. They can no longer doubt of the 
reality or the blessedness of true piety. The 
world, at least for the moment, appeared in its 
true light ; and the glimpse they obtained of the 
ezaot character of temporal objects will recur to 

8 
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their memory again and again as they pass through 
life. Light from heaven has shone into their 
souls; and they clearly saw in what peace a 
Christian can die. They went with their friend 
down to the very brink of the river of death, till 
their own garments were wetted with its waters, 
and they beheld him yet all serene ; — nay, trium- 
phant in the prospect of the celestial and eternal 
country. Who does not see that such a death 
anay be of more value than the labors of years of 
Sabbaths spent in the school ? Happy indeed 
•does it prove, when the chamber of the dying 
teacher is the spiritual birth-place of surviving 
friends ! While such . an event causes joy in the 
church of God on earth, it shall add to the holy 
teacher's felicity, as he sees the gratitude to God 
which it excites in heaven. Truly, we here see 
the striking contrast between the weakness of 
humanity and the power of the gospel. 

Would to heaven that we might here be per-, 
mitted to lay down our pen, and leave the reader 
to enjoy with unmingled pleasure the idea of the 
death we have placed before him. But, alas, he 
must be reminded of the possibility of a Sabbath 
school teacher being placed on his dying bed 
without enjoying the blessings of religion, or 
being permitted to cherish hope of the heaven it 
reveals. He may resemble the slave, who extracts 
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gold from the mine, only to benefit others ; while 
he himself exists in misery. Not a few, it is to 
be feared, of those who officially teach religion, may 
say, " They set me to keep the vineyards of others j 
but mine own vineyard have I not kept." Can it 
be possible, teachers, that, on your way to eternal 
perdition, you point others to the cross of Christ, 
and persuade them to trust in its atoning sacrifice ? 
Can you be content to teach others the way of 
life, and you yourselves choose eternally to die ? 
We deplore the infatuation which induces such a 
choice. Alas, that we have often witnessed it; 
and we tremble lest the scene should be repeated 
in you. We have known the teacher who has 
visited the dying bed of his own pupil, and who 
has seen him die exulting in Christ, of whom he first 
heard from the lips of the teacher on whom he 
looks with grateful emotion, which teacher has 
himself soon after left the world without hope in 
Christ. Father of spirits ! forbid that this should 
be the case with any one of our readers. 

May we entreat the reader, for his own sake, 
and for the sake of his usefulness among others, 
carefully to examine his heart before God, and 
inquire into his prospects for eternity? No 
small degree of responsibility rests on every man, 
and especially on every teacher of Christianity. 
Death is on his way to test our character, and to 
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summon us to the bar of the omniscient Judge. 
Let the question be now settled, Am I ready ? 
Terrific, beyond all conception, will be the eternal 
feelings of that man, who in this world describes 
the glories of heaven to others, and then sinks, in 
the world to come, as an enemy of God and of 
righteousness, to hopeless, unceasing misery ! 
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IN THE JUDGMENT. 



To what a lamentable degree are even the best 
men attached to the present world! How very 
few habitually live for the future ! Whatever we 
profess to believe, we act as though there were no 
hereafter; or, at least, as though its existence 
were uncertain. When revelation or conscience 
is consulted, we feel that we are accountable to our 
Creator and Judge ; but we soon practically forget 
the fact, and pursue earth and its objects with our 
whole energy. The pencil of truth has deline- 
ated the character and the proceedings of a solemn 
day of account; we have occasionally trembled 
when we have heard or read of it ; and we have 
for the moment resolved to act in reference to it ; 
but what has become of our resolutions ? Where 
are those resolutions now, and what are their 
fruits ? Oh, if the judgment seat were always 
before us — if the trump of the archangel always 
sounded in our ears — if we read, by anticipation, 
the books which shall then be opened, "what 

8* 
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manner of persons should we be, in all holy conver- 
sation and godliness !" 

No class of persons ought to be more deeply im- 
pressed with the certainty and the circumstances of 
the judgment than Sabbath schoolteachers. Form- 
ing, as they are now doing, the character of the souls 
committed to their charge, for eternity; apt, from a 
thousand sources, to faint and be discouraged in 
their undertaking ; and knowing that a failure in 
their task destroys not only their own happiness, 
but that of others, it is infinitely important that 
the highest and weightiest motives should press 
upon their spirits, to guide their conduct. Let 
the teacher then be reminded that the final 
judgment will come. It may be almost forgot- 
ten; may seem even to the thoughtful, to delay; the 
Christian himself may slumber at his post, half- 
doubting its approach; but the trumpet shall 
sound, the dead shall be raised, the great white 
throne shall be fixed, the Judge shall descend, 
the books shall be opened, and we shall be judged. 
If these revealed statements, confirmed, when 
once revealed, by reason and conscience, could be 
disproved, then might religion die, and infidelity 
triumph. But as surely as the Creator of the 
Universe occupies its throne, he will summon his 
creatures to his bar, to pass an entire and rigid 
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scrutiny, and to receive their eternal sentence of 
joy or woe. 

It has sometimes happened, that we have passed 
through the exercises of a Sabbath, in a school 
composed of a number of immortal beings, in a 
listless state of mind. We have spoken of eter- 
nity with little impression of its reality, and have 
talked of the soul and its highest interests as of 
mere common-place matters. "We have waited 
with anxiety for the hour which should relieve us 
from our toil; and, with an exclamation against 
the carelessness of our pupils, we have returned 
to the domestic circle, or gone to unite with a 
semi-Sabbath-breaking party, rejoicing that all 
was done for the day. No, all for the day is not 
done. The whole of its proceedings, its neglects, 
its coldness, all will undergo a solemn review, all 
will pass the scrutiny of Omniscience, all will 
tend to illustrate character, and contribute to hap- 
piness or misery everlasting. 

It is a delightful thought, that in that solemn 
day of account, when the souls of millions shall 
be filled with shame and confusion, it will be pos- 
sible for not a few to be serene and happy ; nay, 
to exult, as the Judge descends, "This is our 
God, we have waited for him ; this is Jehovah, 
we will rejoice in his salvation !" Among that 
glorified throng shall be the teachers " who have 
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turned many to righteousness." Suffer us, dear 
readers, to make this a practical matter. Let us 
entreat you to retire for one hour into solitude, 
with this little volume in your hand, that you may 
endeavor to realize the awful events of that so- 
lemn day. Listen to the trumpet which shall call 
you from the grave; see the throne, the Judge, 
the hooks; look around upon the vast — the in- 
numerable assembly, and connect with that day 
the events of the school in which you are a teacher; 
or rather connect its solemnities with your own 
personal character, motives, and conduct. 

Look at the Judge : his piercing eye rests upon 
you ; he need not speak. You are reminded that, 
on earth, you heard his character and admitted his 
claims to your love and obedience ; you professed 
to engage in his service, and to promote his glory ; 
you entered the Sabbath school, and undertook to 
fill the opening minds of the young with the know- 
ledge of Christ. Often did you hear of the love 
of Jesus, and often did you weep over it. You 
had, indeed, the most promising opportunities of 
honoring Him ; did you embrace them ? Look at 
the once crucified, but now glorified Redeemer, 
and say, have you done your duty in bringing 
children to the knowledge and enjoyment of his 
love ? Shall you then be convicted of awful, 
criminal neglect, or hear the blessed plaudit, " Well 
done, good and faithful servant ?" 
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You need not to wait till the records of heaven 
be read in your ears; turn to conscience, that 
representative of Deity in your own bosom. What 
says that infallible witness ? Will it then permit 
you to enjoy peace, by affording you its testimony 
that you pleased God on earth, by the advance- 
ment of his reign ? If peace of conscience be 
precious now, what must be its worth in that 
great day of account f Oh, what must be the 
grateful exultation of the teacher who shall then 
feel that in simplicity and godly sincerity he had 
his conversation in this world ! 

Take, teacher, yet another view ; there is the 
church of Christ, with which your school was 
connected ; the members of which sympathized 
with the object you professed to seek; whose 
prayers rose to heaven for your success, and whose 
increase and happiness you avowed your desire to 
promote. And can you look with joy and exulta- 
tion on them ? Do they bear witness to your love, 
your zeal, your prayerfulness, your perseverance ? 
Do they bless the Father of mercies on your ac- 
count, and thank him for the grace that crowned 
your efforts ? Or, do they testify of you, that you 
were unfaithful to your high trust ; that neither 
your fellow laborers nor the church had confidence 
in your character ; that you lived without being 
greatly loved, and died almost without being 
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missed? Oh, tell us your anticipations of that 
day! 

But who form that group of persons now ap- 
proaching, and intently fixing their gaze on you ? 
They are those who entered your school on earth, 
who formed at successive periods your class, 
who passed through life regulated by the views 
and feelings they obtained, directly or indirectly, 
from you ; and the characters of many of whom, 
by your agency, were formed for eternity. And 
what is their testimony ? There can be no flat- 
tery or dissimulation now. All is sincerity and 
truth. They and you are alike under the eye of 
God. And do any of them testify to your fidelity, 
your affectionate concern for them, and your 
prayers on their behalf? Do they speak of the 
earnest and plain conversations which you held 
with them, of the tears you shed over them, and 
of your intense agony of spirit till you witnessed 
their submission to Christ? Do they hail you, 
under God, as their deliverer from sin and hell ; 
and bless the Author of all goodness that he 
brought you and them into contact ? That, 
indeed, would be to give you the feelings of holy 
joy and peace, and to prepare them and you for 
the eternal home of heaven. 

Alas ! it is more than possible, that in that 
solemn day there will be those who were Sun- 
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day scholars on earth, who will, even imme- 
diately under the eye of the Omniscient Judge, 
and in his hearing, reproach their teachers, who, 
by their levity, their indifference, their practical 
neglect of godliness, impressed their minds with a 
conviction, that religion, if not a delusion alto- 
gether, was scarcely necessary for any, especially 
for the young. Keally, notwithstanding all pro- 
fessions to the contrary, they may say, " No man 
cared for my soul." If you and they — unutter- 
ably dreadful is the thought ! — if you and they 
should perish together, what will be your eternal 
anguish of soul ! If, by infinite mercy, you and 
those you neglected, should, by some subsequent 
agency, have been brought to the feet of Christ, 
you will for ever lose the joy which had been 
yours had you led them to the door of heaven ; 
and must eternally see the honor of such an act 
placed on some other Christian. And should the 
righteous " scarcely saved," think in heaven of 
souls hardened in sin by their want of holy con- 
sistency and zeal, will it not greatly lessen the 
joys of that pure and happy state ? 

Oh, the need of watchfulness amidst our efforts 
to do good ! Oh, the necessity of praying, " Deli- 
ver me from blood-guiltiness, God !" Oh, the 
importance of guarding our motives, and of always 
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acting with a view to the solemn meeting between 
Christ and us at the great day, when the secrets 
of all hearts shall be known, and our whole con- 
duct shall be made public Then may we be found 
of him in peace ! 
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xn. 

IN THE HEAVENLY STATE. 

Happy, unspeakably happy, is the man who 
can indulge a well-founded hope, that the end of 
his course on earth will introduce him to the pure 
and unceasing joys of heaven ! Affecting and 
solemn is the thought of the possibility that a 
teacher of the scheme of infinite salvation may be 
included among the heirs of eternal perdition. 
Yes, it is more than possible for the Sabbath 
school teacher to conduct his pupils to the very 
gate of heaven, and then be himself driven to the 
regions of the lost ; there to find an eternal home 
among those from whom he had drawn some of 
the young and thoughtless. But we will venture 
to hope better things of our readers. We trust 
they have for themselves known the truth as it 
is in Jesus ; that they have personally believed the 
testimony of God concerning him ; that they rest 
their humble and constant hope on his atoning 
sacrifice ; that from strong feelings of grateful love 
they have spent a life of devotedness to his 

9 
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service; and that in sickness, in death, and in 
judgment they may recognize him as their friend. 
Such a one we may properly consider an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven ; and we offer a few 
words on the happiness of such a teacher in the 
future state. 

We would not he misunderstood. We are en- 
tirely conscious that all human talents must fail 
to represent the glory of that world. How is it 
possible for contracted minds like ours, defiled, 
too, by sin, to describe the dwelling-place of the 
infinite God ? We cannot at present conceive of a 
world entirely exempt from sin and from sorrow, 
every way holy and happy, and secure in all its 
bliss for eternity. The sacred writers themselves 
rather tell us what heaven is not, than what it is ; 
and it is certain that the most favored Christian 
as yet knows not what he shall be. Enough that 
every follower of Christ shall be like him in the 
purity of his character, the fulness of his joys, and 
the immortality of his life. Eternity alone can 
reveal its own character. 

But we may partially withdraw from earth for 
a little season ; and in the light of revelation, and 
consulting, too, our own consciousness, we may 
form some faint idea of the happiness and feelings 
of the pious Sunday school teacher in heaven. 

For instance, every Christian teacher feels, and 
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feels just in proportion as he is qualified for his 
office, that in the heavenly world he must, of ne- 
cessity, be filled with grateful surprise to find 
himself there. Be it remembered, that in the 
light of God's throne we shall see more than any 
man on earth, of the evil of sin in itself, and of 
our own sins in particular. We shall then know 
more of our aggravated criminality in rejecting 
the gospel, more of our helplessness as connected 
with deliverance from the wrath to come, more 
of the Redeemer's love in paying the price of 
our redemption, and more of the grace of the 
Holy Spirit in bringing us to the cross for salva- 
tion. How overwhelmed with astonishment will 
each be, as he sees the glory — the eternal glory — 
before him, to find that while millions on earth, 
originally quite as worthy as himself, have passed 
on to perdition, he is in heaven ! 

Nor will such a one be less surprised at the 
grace of Christ, which forgave his sins after his 
conversion, and brought him to this joy in connex- 
ion with many others, who have been wise teach- 
ers, and turned many to righteousness. But how 
infinitely great and important now appear the 
truths he was wont to teach his pupils on earth ! 
How strange that he could ever have been cold and 
listless in communicating a knowledge of them ! 
How precious were the souls for whom he labored ! 
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And, above all, how gracious and how powerful 
the great Agent, by whom he has been made meet 
to enter on the joy of his Lord I Would that we 
could feel the subject as we ought to do ; or that 
we could transfer to paper the knowledge of what 
our feelings in humble anticipations of these joys, 
are. 

Scarcely less will be the surprise of the teacher 
in heaven, as he discovers one after another of 
his own scholars there also. ' What ! can that boy, 
whom in yonder world I sought to instruct in the 
claims of God on his heart, but who despised my 
counsel, passed away from the circle of my influ- 
ence, and lost himself in a sinful world ; — can it 
be possible, that in after years deep affliction in- 
duced thoughtfulness, humility, prayer, and led 
him to the cross of Christ ? And did he indeed, 
in the cloudy and dark day of trouble recollect 
the lessons I gave him, the prayers I offered, and 
the tears I shed ? Miracle of mercy ! And here, 
too, that girl, whose giddy thoughtlessness and 
love of the world seemed to destroy the good seed, 
and to discourage every hope of usefulness I could 
entertain; — here, too, is she, and that by my 
feeble agency, under God, entering wiih me on an 
eternity of bliss, bliss that to me is abundantly 
increased by the thought that I was honored to 




IN THE HEAVENLY STATE. 101 

point others here ! Oh, the infinite riches of di- 
vine mercy !' 

Shall we take another view? As the teacher 
and the pupils stand together, admiring the glo- 
ries of the infinitely exalted Redeemer, do they 
not see in the distance the world of sin and misery ? 
There sinners are let loose, and are under no re- 
straint. There each upbraids others with his ruin, 
and is conscious that in his turn he sought to ruin 
them. Their success was, indeed, awfully great. 
And now what guilt, degradation, and torment are 
their eternal portion ! The horrors of banishment 
from God, and hopeless despair, are now realized ; 
and oh, how terrible the discoveries which they 
have made ! But from this awful condition the 
holy teacher is delivered; and, delightful thought! 
has attracted others from it, who shall spend with 
him an eternity of bliss ! 

Are we ready to ask, In what way shall these 
endeared companions in heaven spend eternity? 
Turn your thoughts back for a moment to the 
engagements of the Sabbath school while they 
were yet on earth. They had before them a vast 
ocean of truth ; how very little of it could they 
explore ! They talked of Jesus, his glory and his 
love, his life and his death, his resurrection and 
ascension to heaven, and his merciful design of 
saving countless millions of sinners from hell, and 

9* 
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conducting them to his own glory. But how very 
little did they know, or could know, of any of 
these subjects here ! Now they are studied imme- 
diately in the light of God's own throne. While 
angels " learn from the church the manifold wis- 
dom of God," how much may these exalted beings 
communicate of instruction and of interest in re- 
turn ! United in their studies, with angels and 
the whole church, oh, what floods of light and joy 
will be the happy, eternal lot of those who began 
these celestial researches in the Sabbath school on 
earth ! 

We refrain from speculation on this topic j but 
we may be assured that the millions of the most 
exalted minds which ever blessed our world, in- 
troduced to the realms of perfect purity, with 
intellects fully expanded and ever strengthening, 
associated with angels of light, and near to God 
himself, it cannot be possible but that discoveries 
— grand and beautifying, must be constantly made, 
even eternally. 

Friendly reader, these are no sketches of fancy. 
Heaven and hell are solemn realities. But oh, 
may the writer, and his reader anticipate this joy? 
What is our present character ? — taste ? — society ? 
—and prospect ! Eternity is before us ? And if 
heaven be not our portion, what, oh, what is the 
alternative ? Who shall describe the misery of a 
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lost soul? "Where," asks the eloquent Robert 
Hall, "shall we find the tears fit to be wept at 
such a spectacle ? or, could we realize the calamity 
in all its extent, what tokens of commiseration 
and concern would be deemed equal to the occa- 
sion ? Would it suffice for the sun to veil his 
light and the moon her brightness ; to cover the 
ocean with mourning, and the heavens with sack- 
cloth ? or were the whole fabric of nature to be- 
come animated and vocal, would it be possible for 
her to utter a groan too deep, or a cry too piercing, 
to express the magnitude and extent of such a 
catastrophe V If these questions apply justly to 
the loss of any soul, we may ask, who especially 
can describe the mental, the eternal anguish of 
a lost teacher? Think, but no ! Turn at once, from 
hell, from sin, from yourself. Flee now to the Sa- 
viour. Secure his pardon, enjoy his friendship. 
So shall you enter upon, and forever participate in 
his joy. 

THE END. 
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